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CCNY students protest downsizing of college's prayer space

COURTESY OF CCNY MSO

Students-led organizations from the City College of New York gathered to silently protest the recent decision to diminish the prayer and club areas of the college to make room for lockers for public safety officers.
BY SHERON VIRANI

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

City College of New York students from organizations such as Women in Islam, the Muslim Student Organization and the Catholic Newman Club showed up to silently protest the recent
decision to downsize prayer and club areas in the college. To express their discomfort and unhappiness, numerous members of WII and MSO as well as other Muslim students gathered Friday
evening at the historic Shepard Hall to conduct prayers and stand in solidarity against the faculty’s announcement.
The president of CCNY, Vincent Boudreau, announced last spring that the school will be cutting prayer and club areas to make space for lockers for public safety officers. The organizations
were informed that they will be sharing their new space with other faith-based clubs on campus. This monumental decision left some students of the college feeling confused and upset.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
OPINIONS

Is First-Year
Seminar worth
students' time?

T

he class of 2022 has arrived at Baruch College,
not knowing what to expect during their first year of
college. To help them find their
footing, students are required to
take First-Year Seminar during
their first semester. It is a zerocredit, pass or fail course that
intends to help students transition smoothly into a new college
environment, acquire efficient
strategies for studying and learn
techniques that will help them
strive academically throughout
their college career.
If students do not pass the
course, they are not allowed to
graduate until they take a class
during a later year to make up for
it.
Some questions students may
ask are: Is FYS worth the time
and effort? Is it fair to make it a
required course here at Baruch?
Can it be improved in any way?

Dorming at Baruch: an analysis
BY JENNIFER KATSOV

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Many college students turn to dorms as an option when browsing
living spaces for the next few years of their lives. Although oftentimes
seen as the better option, college dorms can also be a financial burden, adding a large fee to the already high tuition costs of some schools.
First-year students can be unaware of their other options.
At Baruch College, students have the option of off-campus housing.
Living in the dorms costs a total of over $15,000 per year, which is almost 150 percent more than the in-state tuition costs students pay.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

How much do internships matter?
BY JESSICA XU

AYSHA EMAN | THE TICKER

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Many college students seek out internships each year in order to
gain job experience and beef up their resumes.
An internship is a position in a company or program offered to student applicants that can be either long- or short-term. Internships are
usually found through colleges’ career centers, job fairs or alumni associations.
Internships bring college students benefits because they give these
students the chance to undergo realistic circumstances that might exist
in their future careers. Therefore, students can learn professional skills
that the position requires to solve issues while at work.

BY AMANDA SALAZAR

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

To close out Latinx Heritage Month with a bang, the Ecuadorian Club
and the Latin American Student Organization, in conjunction with the
other Latin culture clubs, hosted a Latin-style birthday party for Baruch
College. This was done in honor of the school’s 50th anniversary of becoming an independant college in the CUNY system.
“La Fiesta de las Mañanitas,” held on Sept. 27, was a traditional Latin
American birthday party complete with food such as rice and beans, music including bachata and merengue, face painting and party games.
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Diminished prayer space rallies students to gather in solidarity
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Since this announcement greatly impacts the students and various clubs and their members, the
students adamantly complained
of their exclusion during the decision-making process. Ahsanul
Abeer, the secretary of MSO and a
biomedical engineering student,
led the prayers and expressed his
frustration afterward.
Abeer explained, “We understand President Boudreau’s decision. We are upset about losing our
prayer space, but we are more frustrated at the exclusion. As students
of the school, all we want is a say in
the changes occurring on campus.
We want the faculty to hear us, to
give us a chance to be a part of the
conversation.”
Bryan Wigfall, a political science major at CCNY and an active
student on campus, agreed with
Abeer.
“I attended the prayers because
I support their cause. I believe we
students should be given a voice,
should be heard before such decisions are made.”
Abeer added that this is not the
first time the faculty has come to a
decision without the organization’s
participation.
Since the decision was announced, no other information
was provided by the president’s
office and no inquiries were
made to ensure the students were

“It was a peaceful way
to bring our organization
together and to express our
frustrations to the faculty.”
– Ahsanul Abeer

accommodated.
“We emailed the office following the announcement for more
information,” Abeer said. “We also
emailed them letting them know
the interfaith-club space was not
enough for all our students, however we did not receive any proper
responses. It was like they were
avoiding us.”
Abeer also emphasized, “We are
not standing up against our school
and its decisions, so I would not
even call it a protest. The prayers
were simply held to show the
president’s office the large population of the Muslim students on
CCNY’s campus that need this
prayer space. It was a peaceful way
to bring our organization together
and to express our frustrations to
the faculty.”
The prayers took place on
Thursday, Sept. 27 as members of
MSO and WII were not able to fit
into the new assigned prayer space.
Sarah Al-Silwi, the treasurer of
WII responsible for spreading the
word of the prayers across campus
attended the prayers on Thursday.
“The interfaith space is not
big enough for all of us, so we are
requesting for a bigger space. As
board members of the club, it is our
job to make sure are students are
[sic] needs are met,” Al-Silwi said.
The president’s office has not
responded, although students of
CCNY hope their silence means the
faculty are working together to accommodate the students’ request.
In their final statement, the clubs
of CCNY stressed, “We do not hold
hostility towards the president’s office but are frustrated by the lack of
communication. We hope we come
to a resolution soon.”
As fellow students of CUNY,
many Baruch students share the
same spirit as students of City
College and hope they reach a
resolution.

WWW.COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG

COURTESY OF CCNY MSO

CCNY's president's decision to diminish the space for prayer areas has left students frustrated with the lack of transparency.

Happy birthday Baruch: LHM celebrates the college's big 5-0
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The goal was simply to celebrate
the school — represented by Bernie the Bearcat — and tie in Latinx
Heritage Month, which will be ending Sept. 30.
The monthlong celebration
of Latin American cultures saw a
range of events on campus that
started with a kickoff in the secondfloor lobby and went on to include
a movie night, speaker panels and a
dance workshop.

“So, the idea behind this event,
it’s a birthday party, so the whole
purpose of the event is to tie in
Baruch as well as being a Latino,”
said Wandaly Capellan, a corporate
communications student who was
involved in organizing the event.
“We’re celebrating the Bearcat’s
birthday to symbolize a birthday
party, but with Baruch spirit involved in it. Overall, the whole
point is just to showcase the
Latin culture.”
Club members and others who

helped coordinate the event aimed
to bring attendees back to a simpler
time in their lives when these types
of parties were the norm.
“We wanted to bring people
back to childhood, because this is a
very traditional birthday party for a
kid,” Daniela Toribio, a political science major, said.
“We had the same games,
same decorations, even the cake
is supposed to recall memories of
your childhood. And if you’re not
Latino, you will be able to get to

know how we grow up.”
The party ended the month
with high spirits according to both
event coordinators and students
who attended.
In addition to enjoying “La Fiesta de las Mañanitas” main attractions such as the cake and gift bags,
attendees also got the opportunity
to meet new people, since many
came to the event alone or with
only one other person.
“It’s just a great event,” stated Joel De La Cruz, a freshman

AYSHA EMAN | THE TICKER

This year, Latinx Heritage Month coincided with Baruch's landmark 50th anniversary, and to celebrate, Baruch's Latin culture clubs hosted a Latin-style birthday party.

aiming to major in economics.
“Everyone’s enjoying themselves. More people showed up
than I thought would have showed
up and it’s exciting. You’re just talking to the people in your group,
hopefully you’re meeting new people in your group, in my case I met
new people and it was just generally fun. I made a couple new friends
today. It’s just a way for everybody
to celebrate their heritage.”
However, while “La Fiesta de las
Mañanitas” did allow students to
relive their childhood, not all students and club members — such as
President of the Ecuadorian Club,
Domenica Cotrina — chose it as
their favorite event of the Latinx
Heritage month.
“I think my favorite was actually the dance workshop, and I
think so because people were so
shy or intimidated to come out
and just dance and do things they
haven’t done before but I think the
instructors were good, everybody
had a good time, there was enough
boy-to-girl ratio, so I think that was
good and I think everyone all in all
had fun,” said Cotrina, who was in
charge of organizing the closing
ceremony.
“It was a good experience, you
know, it doesn’t hurt to dance to
something new.”
Overall, Bearcats seem to agree
that this year’s Latinx Heritage
Month’s celebration was a success.
“I feel like unity and culture [are
the month’s importance] because I
feel like not many people celebrate
Latinx Heritage Month, because I
didn’t even know it was Latinx Heritage Month,” freshman Brittany
Misacango said.
“But this school made me realize the significance of it. I realize
that this month is where all the Hispanics just come together and just
have fun and enjoy our traditions
and our culture.”
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Are we there yet?
A timeline of elevator repairs in the 23rd Street building
BY SAHAR ILYAS AND SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS EDITOR AND NEWS ASSISTANT

A

n email was sent out to students on Sept. 18 in which Vice President of Administration and Finance Katharine T. Cobb apologized for the one working elevator that
day in the 23rd Street building. The reduction in elevator service led to extreme delays for students and faculty.
On Sept. 17, only two elevators had periodic service. That night at around 5:45 pm, service was unexpectedly reduced to only one working elevator.
Elevator mechanics were onsite during Sept. 17 and Sept. 18. By Sept. 18, the two elevators that were offline had been repaired. Two additional elevators had periodic service but
remained ineffective. The third elevator was delayed because it was waiting for a necessary
part to be replaced.

Many of the parts needed for when the current elevators break down are hard to
locate because they are so outdated. According to Cobb, in such cases, a part must be
fabricated when an elevator breaks, which is expensive and time-consuming.
In her email, Cobb provided a broad timeline of events for the six elevators:
→The goal is to have four working elevators at all times.
→Two elevators are fully offline to undergo a major renovation and modernization.
→Then, another two will be taken offline for modernization.
→Following those two elevators, the remaining two will be repaired.
→By the end of 2019, all six elevators should be fully renovated and functioning.

Baruch's United Sikh Association
New Baruch comedy
talks religion and how to tie a turban club brings big laughs
both on and offline
BY GABRIELLE HUEZO

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Sept. 27, Baruch College’s
United Sikh Association gave a
presentation on what the Sikhism
religion is and what it means.
Sikhism originated in 15th century Punjab, modern day India and
Pakistan.
The basic beliefs of Sikhism are
equality for all, daily devotion to
God, religious freedom, service to
others and rejecting all forms of
rituals.
Sikhism rejects the rituals of
idol worship, pilgrimage, fasting
and superstition, but there are several festivals celebrating Sikh holidays throughout the year. Prayer is
also taken very seriously.
There are three ways in which
Sikhism differs from other religions. First, God in Sikhism does
not have a human form.
“It’s a divine source. It’s like an
energy or a light, which we have to
try to reach in our life on Earth as a
human being,” said Vice President
Ginipal Singh.
Additionally, Sikhs do not persuade others to join their religion
and do not practice baptism.
“We don’t go around, like you
see the Jehovah’s witnesses, we
don’t do that. We don’t believe in
forcing religion onto others. It’s
something that comes from within,” said Singh.
Jaspreet Kaur, president of the
association, was quick to correct
Singh when he said spoke about
baptism. “It’s not called baptism,
it’s something completely different. Then we’re going to be associated with Christianity. It’s a completely separate process.”
Kaur then explained an Amrit is the initiation that someone
goes through when they are ready

BY ESTELLE SAAD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

MICHELE CAFASSO | THE TICKER

In the Sikh religion, it is customary for men to grow their hair out and wear a turban.
to fully dedicate themselves to the
religion.
A major part of the religion for
men is the five Ks: Kesh, Kangha,
Kirpan, Kachera and Kara. Kesh
is uncut hair that is typically tied
back or in a turban and a Kangha
is a brush that helps clean and untangle hair. Kirpan is a dagger that
is worn to defend others when they
see someone in need. Kacheras are
boxer shorts worn by Sikhs. Lastly,
Kara is an iron bracelet worn as a
reminder of God.
After serving pizza and introducing the basics of Sikhism, the
members showed a video of Sikhs
explaining the stereotypes they
face on a daily basis.
These included being told they
smell like curry, others not being
able to pronounce their name,

people assuming they are Muslim
and being told to go back to their
own country. Islam and Sikhism
are completely different religions.
Then, volunteers went to the
front of the room to learn how to
put on a turban. Several of the volunteers were women and got an
up-close look at how difficult it is
to wrap a turban properly.
The United Sikh Association is
open to all religions and has several members who actually do not
practice Sikhism. The Marketing
Director, Mukta Akter, is Muslim
and says she enjoys being part of
the group and has learned a lot
about the religion. The group has
become a community of Sikhs who
form friendships, do community
service and teach the true meaning of Sikhism.

Pre-Recorded Friday Nights
of Baruch is a relatively new club
at Baruch College and is a place
where people of all different talents can come together. The club,
which creates comedy sketches
and uploads them to its YouTube channel, is a place for writers, actors, directors, comedians
and editors.
Club secretary David Raufova
explained that the members of
the club have different interests
and majors, and that “the club is a
great creative platform for anyone
who wants a sense of community
and belonging.”
The sketches posted by the club
cover a wide range of topics, relating to the average college student’s
life as well as to the general public. Video subjects include spoofs
of popular television shows and
jokes about classes and general
student life.
Being relatively new — only being recognized as a club last year
— PFN hopes to gain popularity
both on campus and on the internet. The team is working on building its social media presence. The
club has YouTube and Instagram
accounts on which members post
videos and other humor content.
The club meets weekly to
brainstorm ideas for sketches
that are pre-recorded and posted
on Friday nights. The name of the
club might mislead one to think
that they meet on Fridays, but
that is not the case. Instead, the
club meets on Thursdays and is
very flexible with its recording
schedule.

PFN strives to be like the popular television series Saturday Night
Live and is looking to go live on
YouTube in the near future. For
now, the club continues to prerecord its videos around Baruch's
campus.
At their event on Sept. 13, each
member on the club’s e-board
introduced themselves and explained their roles along with the
purpose of the club. They then
showed a few of their videos that
received many laughs from the
audience.
During the event, the club
members detailed the process
of how they make their videos.
They started by explaining how
they come up with ideas for
the sketches.
The next steps are to decide
on the general idea of what the
sketch will be about, create drafts
for the script and have them revised by the writing team. After
this step, actors are then recruited
to participate in the videos. After
recording, the editors revise the
clips and upload the final video on
Friday nights.
Besides creating videos, PFN
also plays improvisation games,
has standup comedy events and
hosts viewing parties at the end of
each semester.
The club recently received a
printed club flag, which the club
displayed at the event. In front of
the club’s name on the flag, caricatures of the group’s core members
in a variety of humorous positions
are shown.
The club is currently looking
for new members to help out in
the different steps of the sketchmaking process.
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Hearing investigates whether CUNY hires enough minorities
BY STACY KIM

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Faculty members and students
at Baruch College are raising concerns about the dwindling number
of black and Latino faculty members.
An oversight hearing chaired
by New York City Council Member Inez Barron was held on Sept.
27, with the purpose of ending the
long-fought battle and coming up
with a solid initiative.
Barron lamented that the percentage of black hires of the CUNY
colleges remains nearly flat despite
the fact that CUNY schools are located in culturally diverse areas.
“Since 1997, the lack of black
hires was a constant struggle,” Dr.
Arthur Lewin, a professor at Baruch College, said. A document —
the Master Plan — that promised to
enrich the culture of CUNY schools
has been changing every four years.
Interim Chancellor Vita C. Rabinowitz testified at the hearing, saying that the main focus of CUNY
Central is to bring in more diversity
and hire more underrepresented
minorities.
However, the Quarterly Report
on Faculty Diversity conducted by
CUNY’s Office of Human Resources Management proves how empty
those promises are.
According to the report, the
percentage of black hires was

CORRECTION
IN THE ISSUE 3 ARTICLE "CUNY PROFESSORS
HIT WITH MAJOR REDUCTION IN TEACHING
HOURS," THE TICKER MISTAKENLY SAID
THAT BARUCH COLLEGE'S ADMINISTRATION
DECIDED THAT AN INCENTIVE SYSTEM FOR
FACULTY TO FOCUS MORE ON RESEARCH
WOULD BE DISCONTINUED. NO SUCH DECISION WAS MADE. WE REGRET THIS ERROR.

only 2.5 percent and the percentage of Latino faculty was 5.9
percent.
“As a student who takes liberal
arts and social science courses
exclusively and who is a senior
completing the last year of a bachelor's degree, I can count on one
hand, the number of ethnic minority professors that have instructed me,” said Liam Giordano,
a senior who spoke about his
experience.
“I find this incredibly disappointing and unrepresentative of
our diverse city and its pool of qualified, educated individuals looking
to teach for our school.”
“In the black and Latino Studies
Department, it is currently down
to just three [full-time] professors
without hiring replacements for
those that leave, which brings the
slow, deliberate destruction of the
Black and Latino Studies Department,” Lewin claimed.
According to Giordano's research, “Of ten courses under the
subject ‘Black Studies,’ six were
the basic, introductory course into
‘Black Studies’ that fulfills a CUNY
core requirement for undergraduate students, and there are no
graduate-level courses pertained to
black or Latino studies this semester.” A decrease in the number of
courses in African-American Studies is unlikely to attract students
interested in the field to Baruch
College.
In addition, the administration
had promised a Strategic Diversity
Plan in 2013 in which it will have
periodic meetings with black and
Latino faculty to resolve the issue
and promote diversity. Five years
have passed since administration
pledged to this. Still, faculty members are complaining of seeing
no progress in this long-standing
issue.
Throughout the hearing, Bar-

STACY KIM | THE TICKER

A hearing led by member Inez Barron addresses concerns about new black and Latino full-time faculty not being hired at CUNY.
ron shed light on the failures of
recruiting and supporting faculty
diversity. Although no clear-cut
initiative was proposed, the efforts
to increase faculty diversity will
continue, she said.
Robert Holden, a professor at
New York City College of Technology, said in the hearing, “If the
university is serious about hiring black faculty, there will be an
improvement.”
Giordano, taking an active role
for making changes, explained his
future actions. He “intends on addressing this issue to the University

Student Senate and will propose a
taskforce to investigate the shortcomings of the promises made by
CUNY regarding staff and curriculum diversity, and following that,
leadership within the Senate can
put forward a recommendation,”
adding that we still need to do more
research.
Giordano, representing more
than 500,000 students at CUNY, is
hoping for having a well-rounded
education.
The core value of the administration taking actions lies
in providing students with the

best education that ultimately
cultivates future CUNY leaders.
Although Rabinowitz admits
that CUNY administration is working to recruit black and Latino faculty members, there have been no
notable developments.
After 40 years of protesting and
waiting, faculty members and students are standing up for change.
Giordano ended his speech with
saying, “I recommend a more revamped hiring system that is more
inclusive than ever before to offer
our students the education they
deserve.”
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Baruch should start focusing
on repairing broken facilities

B

aruch College focuses more on the physical appearance of the
campus instead of the inside of its facilities and their maintenance.
The renovation that is currently taking place on the 25th Street Plaza
and the installation of the Green Wall at the south entrance of the Newman Vertical Campus both aim to beautify the campus, yet the administration is not addressing actual problems within the school.
Both these additions to the campus are not an efficient use of Baruch’s funds and seem like a cash grab for big donations. Construction
on the plaza is intended to include personalized pavers from alumni,
staff and faculty that cost up to $1,250 each. They can also own green
space by naming a planter, starting at $5,000, or by naming a bench for
$10,000 in the plaza. The Green Wall is estimated to cost $15,000, with a
yearly upkeep cost of $2,000.
Such vanity projects are a commendable act but highly unnecessary. The distribution of these funds can be spent on other things, like
alleviating overcrowded classrooms, fixing broken desks, chairs and elevators, and exterminating the mice. These are all complaints and concerns that students often have about Baruch, and the college should be
attending to the needs of its students first.
Certain classrooms have more students than there are seats available. Students should be able to have a seat since they are paying tuition to be in that specific class. On the flip side, in one of the Marketing
3000 classes, a prerequisite for entry into the Zicklin School of Business,
there are about 70 students in a lecture room that can fit 400.
“Our professor is really old and it’s hard for him to speak in such a
big room,” Anum Sheikh, a junior taking the class, said. “I don’t know
why [the administration] would assign a lecture room of this size to
such little students, when in other classes we have to get seats on a firstcome, first-served basis.”
In addition to unfair distribution of students in classrooms, many
rooms have broken desks and chairs that make it hard for students to
write, and some rooms don’t have enough left-handed desks to accommodate each student who needs one. The lack of cohesion of the desks
and chairs throughout the classrooms makes Baruch look disorganized.
Instead of worrying about the school’s exterior aesthetics, the administration should worry about how and whether the school actually
functions on the inside.

All NYC commuters deserve respect

I

n New York City, a popular method of transportation besides walking, driving or taking the subway is biking. The New York City Department of Transportation is continually working on creating separate bike lanes along the busiest streets in all five boroughs.
However, there are still problems that arise from the existence of
bike lanes and also from their lack. The purpose of bike lanes is to create safe spaces for cyclists to pedal through so that they neither block
traffic nor create hazardous situations for pedestrians.
However, both of these situations still happen quite frequently. The
fact of the matter is that cyclists don’t solely stick to the streets that have
separate bike lanes, often pedaling against the flow of traffic in tiny oneway streets, getting in the way of cars coming down the same street. It is
a scary experience for a pedestrians, with cyclists hurtling toward them
at very fast speeds — the riders often swerve just enough to avoid direct
collision with the pedestrian at the last possible second.
The issues bicycle riders cause are not solely their fault. Both automobile drivers and pedestrians frequently block bike lanes by either
occupying or parking in them, even if the lane is specifically marked. If
the residents of New York City want to peacefully navigate the crowded
streets, they should respect cyclists — their fellow commuters. This mutual respect can create a more pleasurable and less hazardous traveling
experience for everyone.

KEVIN VALDEZ | THETICKER

Hope and abuse: two sides of the
same coin in the Catholic Church

T

here has been a recent influx
of cases of sexual abuse within the Catholic Church. However, this news should not come
to anyone as a surprise, as similar
stories have been shared so many
times before.
Time and time again people
have spoken out against the Catholic Church, claiming that those in
charge of this international religious institution have taken advantage of innocent — usually young
— children.
Measures to fight this abuse
should’ve taken place a long time
ago. But now, the Catholic Church
has entered a time when social
change such as the #MeToo movement is prevalent. With this growing need for change, people have
been using not only their voice but
also the media to help them along
the way.
Netflix features a seven-episode
documentary series, The Keepers,
which dives into the unsolved murder case of Sister Catherine Cesnik,
who taught at Seton Keough High
School in Baltimore. Former students of this school believe that she
was murdered by school officials
who wanted to cover up her suspicions of sexual abuse by the hands
of Priest Joseph Maskell.
Now, the Catholic Church has
once again been thrust into the
spotlight regarding sexual abuse as
a result of a recent grand jury report
in Pennsylvania that found more

than 1,000 identifiable victims who
were sexually abused by over 300
priests in the last 70 years. To make
matters worse, the bishops and
other leaders knew about this, but
instead of doing something to stop
it, they tried to persuade the victims not to report it at all.
The Catholic Church has come
up with countermeasures to fight
this abuse. On Wednesday, Sept.
19, they announced that new steps
were going to be taken.
First, they approved the establishment of a third-party reporting
system that will receive confidential complaints of sexual abuse
of minors by a bishop and sexual
harassment or sexual misconduct
with adults by a bishop by phone
and online. These complaints will
be directed to the appropriate
ecclesiastical authority and, as required by applicable law, to civil
authorities.
Second, the Catholic Church
instructed the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on Canonical Affairs and
Church Governance to develop
proposals for policies addressing
restrictions on bishops who were
removed or had resigned because
of allegations of sexual abuse of
minors. The proposal also covers
sexual harassment or misconduct
with adults, including seminarians
and priests.
Third, a code of conduct is being
developed for bishops regarding

the sexual abuse of a minor, sexual
harassment of or sexual misconduct with an adult, or negligence in
the exercise of his office related to
such cases.
The Catholic Church also supports a full investigation into the
situation surrounding Archbishop
Theodore McCarrick, including his
alleged assaults on minors, priests
and seminarians, as well as any responses made to those allegations.
Such an investigation should rely
on lay experts in relevant fields,
such as law enforcement and social
services.
Even if they have this system, it’s
not wrong to be suspicious of it. In
the past, sexual assault has typically been received in a way in which
the victims are blamed rather than
the perpetrators.
Those with power and money
have slipped their way out of being charged. Though it seems pessimistic, believing that change will
be immediate after implementing
this system would be naive.
The Catholic Church has been
engulfed in these allegations for
years. An example of this would
be in 2002 when The Boston Globe
exposed how multiple priests in
Boston sexually abused minors. If
the Catholic Church wanted real
change, it would’ve happened
by now.
-Amber Sanchez
Marketing '22
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Despite the institution's great
intentions, some students argue
that this course restricts them from
taking courses they need to graduate, fulfilling their prerequisites
or gaining more valuable college
experience. This may result in students becoming disengaged, which
is the last thing Baruch College
wants to happen. For some, the inclass activities feel more like work
that needs to be done for a grade
rather than an activity aimed to
help them assimilate into Baruch
culture.
On the other hand, according
to a study by the Canadian Center
of Science and Education, in 2014,
“Approximately 80 percent of universities offered FYS and students
who took the course, on average,
were less likely to transfer to another school and more likely to receive
higher grades.”
It is evident that FYS prompts
students to find new interests, think

critically, examine courses they
might be interested in taking and
cooperate and challenge others
intellectually. Unfortunately, this
is something most students were
not given the opportunity to do in
high school.
Many who have implemented the tools provided within this
course have successfully learned
how to adjust to Baruch culture and
used the resources available to aid
them in their social and academic
endeavors.
This gives students a chance to
network and receive opportunities that will not only assist them in
college but in life as well. Although
taking this class may seem tedious,
there are many valuable lessons
and strategies to be learned if they
are administered correctly. While
these lessons may be easy to learn,
they are difficult to execute and
master.
Moreover, there are various pros
and cons with FYS. However, the
problem may not be with the class

but with how the class is taught. To
help improve Baruch's program,
the institution should ask and answer a few questions: What does
education have to do with life after
college? What does it truly mean
to receive an education in a democratic society?
However, FYS administrators
and professors often neglect these
questions. This course should address not only the importance of
gaining a higher education or how
to be better employees, but also
convey ways to understand and
fully value students’ lives in and out
of college.
If Baruch and other great institutions have this perspective, obtaining academic skills can be appealing and beneficial. The courses
are not about the quantity of courses or materials given, but the quality of the course, how it's taught and
what experiences are gained.
-Nayerra Zahran
Psychology '22

OCTOBER 1, 2018

THE TICKER OPINIONS I PAGE 7

Baruch initiative aims
for 4-year graduations
THE USG REPORT

EMMA JORGENSEN

A

ll these holidays have been
a blur! Since Baruch College
is home to a large population of students from all over the
world, it’s important to be respectful of holidays celebrated by different groups. For some, it is a slew of
days off. Others are busy celebrating their new year and more.
Our total undergraduate population is 15,238. As mentioned in a
previous report, this past year we
admitted a record number of firstyear students: 1,680.
As your Undergraduate Student Government, we take note
of this large number. Each of the
senators on the table represents
1,000 students, so we have 15 representative senators who hold that
responsibility. The others on the
senate are the vice presidential
senators, who represent the population of our Undergraduate Student Body as a whole. There are
a total of four of us who hold this
position.
Now onto another update regarding the board of directors.
Their first meeting of the fall semester was on Thursday, Sept. 13.
It's attended by members of the
accounting unit, the USG president, the Graduate Student Assembly president, the dean of students and other representatives.

At this past meeting, health initiatives, athletics payments, late
club budgets and appeals were
voted on and passed.
Any information pertaining to
USG is presented to our senate
and approved before moving on
to be presented at this monthly
board of directors meeting. If any
students are interested in hearing
more about the board of directors
meetings, they can stop by our
USG Suite!
Furthermore, USG will be
meeting with Baruch College
President Mitchel B. Wallerstein
to discuss Baruch initiatives and
propose ideas effectively to implement them.
One initiative you can see
around the campus is the push
for graduating in four years. The
administration is trying to change
how many years it takes the average Baruch student to graduate.
Currently, students take an average of six years to graduate, but the
closer that number is to four years,
the better Baruch is doing.
One final update relates to participatory budgeting. There will
be a guest speaker at our senate
meeting on Sept. 25 at 5:30 p.m.
who will discuss more about participatory budgeting and how Baruch can get more involved with
this matter.
If any students have an interest in learning more or have ideas,
please feel free to stop by our senate meeting or speak to any of our
senators.
Emma Jorgensen is the executive
vice president of USG. She can be
reached at emma.jorgensen@usgbaruch.com. Her office is located
at 3-276 in the Newman Vertical
Campus.

Education is the key to preventing
U.S. democracy from crumbling
Trump's authoritarian behavior delegitimizes our democratic government's separation of powers.

I

n an essay recently published
by The Atlantic, Hillary Clinton analyzed the performance
of President Donald Trump's administration. Her words should really make readers think about the
path that the world is starting to
take and should be seen as a push
to action.
The authoritarian behavior
of the U.S. president is comparable to that of worst 19th-century
dictators.
What is really alarming about
Trump's presidency is that it
delegitimizes the government’s
separation of powers. It should be
obvious that a democracy needs
to separate its judicial, legislative and executive branch. However, Trump acts as if he is above
the law. Quoting his own words,
“I have an absolute right to do
what I want to with the Justice
Department.”
Following the same line of reasoning, the president also claims
to be the only reliable and trustworthy source of information. He
has, in fact, discredited acclaimed
newspapers and journalists multiple times.
Denigrating the press and accusing it of diffusing fake news
is not fair democratic action and
looks like the first step toward
a limitation of the freedom of
the press.
One of the roles of journalists
and media outlets is to maintain
transparency of governing bodies
by providing non-biased information. This idea of free speech and
an open discourse of ideas is at the
base of a functioning democracy.
To some, this might appear to
be an exaggerated reaction; no one

will ever be able to take over the
Western democracies.
Yet, overturning a democratic
constitution is easier than anyone could possibly expect. In July,
for example, the new right-wing
and populist Polish government
passed a law that went against the
independence of its own judicial
branch.
Also, Hungary, with its prime
minister, Viktor Orbán, is posing
a serious threat to Hungarian democracy. Interestingly enough, he
was recently endorsed by former
White House Chief Strategist Steve
Bannon.
By fighting against these
prominent populist threats, the
European Union is actively serving as a primary example of what
a strong democracy is meant to
be. The union is, in fact, trying to
unsheathe the so-called nuclear
option against Hungary. Article 7
of the Treaty on European Union
states that if a member state persistently breaches the EU's founding
values, that state can see its voting
rights suspended.
This unprecedented initiative
appears to be the only weapon that
the democratic union has to break
off from European populism.
Is this going to work at all?
Will any positive change come
as a result of this? The answer is
not certain, especially due to the
fact that the nuclear option is a
measure immmensely difficult
to apply due to the necessity of
the European Parliament's unanimity.
No one seems to be able to
find the solution to the deterioration of democracy, and this is
probably one of the major flaws in

modern-day politics. Populism is
the outcome of fear, inequality and
ignorance.
The reason why people choose
to follow the words of charismatic
leaders instead of researching information from newspapers and
magazines is due to the lack of
education the world is currently
facing.
If the education system were
able to provide a safe learning environment — keeping weapons as
far away as possible from kids —
the world would not be facing this
social crisis.
It seems like politicians struggle
to understand this, but investing in
future generations is probably the
only key to saving the world. The
state should designate more money to public schools and should ensure that everyone, from every social class and ethnic background,
is provided with a high-quality
primary and secondary education.
School is the first time kids encounter society and diversity, and
it's ridiculous that only some of
those kids, those from a wealthier
background, have the opportunity to access a better education.
Apparently, spending money on
education is a waste of time and
money is not good for business.
In final analysis, democracy
does not only imply that everyone
is entitled to vote and speak. Democracy means the power belongs
to the people, and having power
means having the same opportunities. If this were true today, we
would not be discussing democracy's failure.
-Mic Cafasso
Political Science '22

The Supreme Court would be better
off without Judge Brett Kavanaugh

FEMA didn't do enough
for Hurricane Florence

Issues of sexual assault and harassment have been swept under the rug in this country for too long.

hen a natural disaster
occurs, the local government is the first to respond to help people affected by
the disaster. Afterward, the state
government contributes and then
the federal government intervenes, if needed.
After shutting down schools
and businesses located in the path
of Hurricane Florence in mid-September, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency has taken a
less active role in relief efforts. As
of Sept. 19, “There were 171 FEMA
employees on the ground in hardhit New Hanover County and another 100 are expected soon,” Skip
Watkins, the vice chairman of the
New Haven County Board of Commissioners, stated.
A couple days ago, the Weather
Channel reported that Hurricane
Florence was a Category 3 storm,
which means that it brings about
intense floods and howling winds.
Governors declared Virginia,
South Carolina and North Carolina to be in states of emergency.
Residents in the three states were
warned to be prepared for this
monstrosity, with many civilians
flocking to supermarkets to stock
up on groceries.
The state and local governments did a wonderful job in
making sure the people would
be prepared. Governors also told
people to make alternate housing
arrangement plans in case their
homes were flooded or destroyed
by the hurricane.
While the federal government
took a passive approach — waiting
for the water to recede — the people of the Carolinas and Virginia
were helping save those who were
trapped in their homes.
Furthermore, a CBS article in-

T

he nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme
Court has spiked a lot of
outrage among the people living in
the United States, with many calling him a terribly unfit choice for
the position due to the fact that he
is under public scrutiny for being
accused of sexual assault.
Sen. Mazie Hirono of Hawaii recently gave a statement that gained
a lot of attention from both supporters of Kavanaugh and those
opposing him. Hirono spoke at a
news conference and said, “I expect all of the enlightened men
in our country, ‘cause there must
be millions of men out there who
are enlightened, who also will rise
up to say we cannot continue the
victimization and the smearing of
someone like Dr. Ford.”
For too long, issues of sexual
assault and harassment have simply been swept under the rug,
with the perpetrator getting nothing but a slap on the wrist for their
horrendous actions. It is time for
the issue to become part of everyday discussion for both men and
women alike.
The excuse, “Boys will be boys”

It is time that the United
States gets rid of the negative
stigma surrounding this
situation, as victims of sexual
assault are often afraid to
speak out against their
abusers because of it.

or, “It’s just in a man’s nature” are
not viable, and it is time that more
men acknowledged that sexual harassment is a serious issue and not
just a cry for attention. It is time
that the United States gets rid of
the negative stigma surrounding
this situation, as victims of sexual
assault are afraid to speak out
against their abusers because of it.
Later on in the conference,
Hirono said, “I just want to say to
the men in this country: Just shut
up and step up. Do the right thing,
for a change.” Most of the Senate
and House is male-dominated,
and very little is being done to help
victims of sexual assault in terms
of legislation. People face so many
obstacles when it comes to reporting sexual assault and when they
finally have the courage to speak
up, there is so much pushback
against the victim.
Furthermore, Hirono has stated
that with enough pushback after
the November election from Democrats, the empty Supreme Court
seat might remain vacant until
the next election in 2020, unless
Republicans nominate someone
more moderate. The court has no
defined number of seats that need
to be filled at any given point in
time, with the number of judges
constantly changing over the last
century.
Due to all the controversy surrounding the nomination, Kavanaugh should withdraw his own
nomination, not only for his benefit, but also for the reputation of
the court.
The position he was nominated
to fill is a lifelong position, and
many Americans hold chief justices to a higher standard. Even if

he is innocent, the controversy will
always stay with Kavanaugh, and if
he is successfully appointed to the
court, the United States will become even more polarized.
It is important that people wait
until the investigation is over and
push for action to be taken if the
process slows down. Judging the
situation before both parties have
had a chance to tell their side of
the story will lead to false accusations and fake news, whether it be
against Kavanaugh or Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford, the alleged victim.
The #MeToo movement has
been quickly rising and has gained
an enormous amount of support from both men and women
throughout the United States.
If the accusation against Kavanaugh proves to be true, action will
have to be taken against the judge,
and it will give the movement more
momentum to continue pushing
for the rights that victims need.
If the accusation, however,
proves to be false, it will drastically damage the integrity of
the #MeToo movement and the
Democratic Party. This would all
be nothing more than an attempt
to grab media attention and delay
Kavanaugh’s appointment to the
Supreme Court.
Republicans and Democrats
are in an ongoing feud, with people on both sides shifting blame to
the other side. A revelation about a
delayed vote for a Supreme Court
justice would hurt any party responsible for impeding the process, resulting in even more division within this country.
-Katarzyna Borkowska
International Business '19

W

dicates that there has been a death
toll in the Carolinas and Virginia
of “at least 42” people. If the federal government had been able
to come to the states before the
storm arrived, the death toll would
have been less.
In fact, Gov. Henry McMaster
of South Carolina also believes
that this is the “…worst disaster in
the state’s modern history,” and is
begging congressional leaders to
“…hurry federal aid.”
In addition, there have been
grave environmental concerns.
NPR reported that hog waste from
North Carolina’s ponds has spread
throughout the state’s rivers, also
concluding that thousands of cubic yards of coal ash have dropped
near Wilmington.
The federal government could
have also prevented this by helping farmers sustain their factories
and ensuring that the boundaries of the lagoons would not
break. But the hog waste has
flooded and spread in the area,
a situation similar to what happened in Flint, Michigan, has occurred — and it must be fixed.
Take note that Flint still has no
clean water.
FEMA should have taken more
precautions in anticipation of the
hurricane and the cleaning and
rebuilding that comes with any
natural disaster occurring.
With rivers in the states polluted with coal ash and manure
as a product of the hurricane, the
agency must do more to help with
relief efforts and ensure that the
residents affected are able to have
access to power and clean drinking water as soon as possible.
-Alison Lui
Accounting '22
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The corruption within
NYPD must be stopped
It's evident that NYPD culture is in need of an intense makeover.

A

s a federal republic, the United States holds a strong belief in serving justice to those
who have committed crimes.
However, when those who are
supposed to enforce the law commit the crime themselves, Americans have to question how much
transparency our police force and
government officials provide.
The U.S. justice system must
be held accountable for its actions
just as much as any other citizen.
Internal corruption continues to
leak into the workplaces of those
we elect and our police officers —
most recently, the New York Police
Department.
On Sept. 19, former NYPD detective Johnny Diaz was sentenced
to six years in prison. He was convicted of taking several bribes in
his official capacity as a police
officer, as well as of possessing
and transporting cocaine. He was
caught conducting a deal with a
supposed drug dealer, unaware
that an undercover informant was
posing as the dealer.
Cases of corruption have repeatedly surfaced within the NYPD. In
an era when society is even more
wary of cop culture, it is best for the
NYPD to rebuild trust among the
citizens of New York City.

Police have a nasty habit
of punishing those who
are innocent or nonviolent
and claiming they acted in
defense.

Police have a nasty habit of punishing those who are innocent or
nonviolent and claiming they acted
in defense. The NYPD needs to redesign training centered around
proper behavior, reactions and
judgment so officers can approach
each situation in an appropriate
fashion. It is difficult to eliminate
abhorrent behavior, however, improved training and thorough
screening can help this issue.
An officer’s responsibility is to
protect, and citizens need to trust
that police have their safety and
well-being in mind at all times.
Police officers must be held to a
higher moral standard.
Moreover, to prevent corrupt
policing practices, the NYPD
needs to embrace harsher sentences if corruption is found within the police force. Diaz was only
sentenced to six years in prison,
which is not a long time when
compared with the life span of an
average individual.
With longer sentences, officers
would be more cognizant of their
actions and their impact. They
would be more mindful of breaking the law, and potentially putting the lives of those they swore
to protect in jeopardy, tarnishing
the honor of a police officer. Thus,
When trust within the NYPD is
breached, the public demands
that justice be served accordingly
so order can be maintained. Positive change across cop culture via
proper training, as well as more
awareness and accountability, are
the key factors that will prevent
corruption.
-Kyrah Brown
Political Science '19
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Business
Baruch career fair offers job opportunities at top companies
BY YAAKOV SPRARAGEN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Resumes in hand, dress shoes
on their feet and money on their
minds, a total of 640 Baruch College students embarked on a networking extravaganza on Friday,
Sept. 21.
Students gathered in Baruch’s
Auxiliary Gym for the annual career fair in hopes of landing jobs,
internships or fellowships.
Talented and motivated students used this opportunity to meet
and network with 88 prestigious
companies and organizations, including Bank of America, Yelp and
Target. A chance to work for any of
these companies or organizations
there would be a major opportunity
for any student.
Students were presented with
the daunting task of having to convince recruiters that they should be
hired through 30-second “elevator
pitches.” Firmly shaking recruiters’
hands, maintaining eye contact
and projecting one’s voice were
make-or-break moves at this event.
The high-stakes Baruch career fair
was the world of business in microcosm.
Thanks to numerous pre-professional resources on campus,
Baruch students came prepared to
“sell” themselves to Fortune 500
companies.
The Starr Career Development
Center held a resume- and cover
letter-building workshop to help
students improve on what they
had. Marion Viray, the presenter
at the resume-building workshop,
stressed the importance of perfect-

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

Baruch students tried to put their best feet forward during this semester’s career fair, preparing in advance by editing their resumes and attending professional workshops.
ing this document by stating that
“your resume is the PDF version of
you!”
Students who sought to make
their resumes “career fair-quality”
took advantage of walk-in hours
at the SCDC during, where they
worked one-on-one with advisers.
A career prep workshop featuring a guest speaker from Bank of
America, was held prior to the fair.
This workshop gave students an inside scoop into employee respon-

sibilities. All of these actions were
taken to improve their chances of
getting the job.
While the SCDC went into high
gear to prepare students for the
event, students were ultimately left
to their own devices when seeking
out recruiters.
The students of Baruch certainly
rose to the occasion, approaching
the recruitment process in many
different ways. Some students got to
Baruch an hour before the event’s

start time to be first in line to enter
the fair. Other students made cue
cards with their pitches written on
them to help them memorize what
they were going to say.
“Given that I am a freshman,
I know it will be hard to stand out
and make a stronger impression
than my upperclassman,” Michele
Caffaso, a first-year student at Baruch, said, explaining his method.
“Therefore, I took it upon myself to
research the companies I was inter-

ested in and show them that I came
prepared!”
At the career fair, just as in the
business world, only the strongest prevailed. Armed with the
tools for survival, their ability to
effectively use those tools was put
to the test. In a case of true “survival of the fittest,” the students
who sold themselves best could
potentially be proud of getting
new job offer coming their way
sometime soon.

Renting or dorming: Is the convenience worth a higher cost?
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The benefits of living in the Baruch College dorms include access
to a recreational area, communal
kitchen, fitness center and a laundry facility.
However, a school meal plan
is excluded from the cost, leaving students to pay for their own
groceries. This can be considered
a major downfall since the price
of food is not cheap, especially in
New York City.
Another negativity of the dorms
at Baruch is their distance from
campus.
The dorms are located on 96th
Street and 3rd Avenue in East Harlem. The main campus is located
on 23rd Street and Lexington Avenue in Gramercy.
Realistically, the distance from
the dorms to Baruch is not walkable — a quality that most people
look for when choosing a place to
live in during college. In this case,
students either have to take public
transportation or a taxi service in
order to attend class, which they
must pay for with their own funds.
All together, a student dorming would have to pay the actual
cost of housing per year, with the
additional costs of food and transportation, along with other miscel-

Students who cannot
afford to dorm should be
aware of all their
choices.They can save a
ton of money on rent
while also living
independently.

laneous expenses.
The added costs alone can easily
amount to several hundred dollars
a month, totaling a few extra thousand dollars per year contributing
to their expenses every semester.
But students are able to seek
other, cheaper options for living
comfortably in the city. With just a
little research, any student can find
what will work best for them.
Examples of resources that
many turn to when looking for
apartments in New York include
websites such as Streeteasy and Zillow. These sites are easily customizable, allowing the user to choose
preferences for location, price and
apartment size.
Streeteasy allows students to filter their search to include “no-fee”
apartments. This takes a huge burden off the student, who most likely
can’t afford to pay extra fees on
top of rent.
With a quick browse on Streeteasy, it is easy to find various
price points that are affordable.
Prices start as low as $500 per
month, ranging to the maximum of
$15,000. Generally, the prices are
around $1,000-$2,000 monthly.
Another great tool when searching for a living space is, surprisingly, Facebook. Although Facebook
is a social media website, there are
multiple ways that a user can interact with this network.
One Facebook resource that is
helpful for students seeking housing is the ability to join groups
featured on the site that list apartments for rent. All it takes is entering something along the lines of
“apartments for rent NYC” into the
search bar at the top of every Facebook page.
Once part of a housing group,
one can see many different options
such as apartments or rooms for
rent, which can be optimal for a
student seeking affordable hous-

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Dorming can offer the ease of being on campus, but Baruch’s dorms are 72 streets away and do not include a dining plan.
ing. Renting a room is often cheaper than an entire apartment since
there are no broker fees and multiple people divide rent.
By renting a room, a college student is then exposed to living with
roommates who can open up a new
social circle for the student. This
way of life can provide much more
of a college experience than living
alone would.
Another way to avoid dorming
is to find people who are willing to

move into an apartment together,
or use Craigslist to find possible
roommates.
Even if students find their own
places to live in, they’ll still have
to pay for their own food and
transportation, as they would with
dorming. However, they are saving
on rent, which, in turn, results in
them spending less money annually.
Still, there are many students
who prefer the simple process of

living in the dorms. It can be an
easier route, but it definitely is a
more expensive one.
Students who cannot afford to
dorm should be aware of all their
choices. They can save a ton of
money on rent while also living independently.
However, even with all of these
options available, it is still a personal choice that one must make when
deciding where to live or whether
to move at all.
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A Financial Briefing by Baruch’s Investment
Management Group

L

ast week, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average and
the S&P 500 reached alltime highs as the news about trade
discussions between the United
States and China was announced.
While the S&P 500 has already
passed its January high before the
last week’s record high, it was the
first time for Dow Jones.
On the other hand, the technology heavy Nasdaq-100 Index was held back from taking
part in the latest all-time high
by major tech names such as
Apple, Amazon and Alibaba. In
the case of Apple, it appears that a
Twitter post from President Donald Trump about potential tariffs
on Apple products pulled the company’s stock lower.
______________________

P

ositive economic data
on U.S. wage growth has
pushed the yields on
10-year U.S. Treasury notes back
above 3 percent as investors anticipate a possible rate increase
by the Federal Reserve. Earlier in
2018, the market was expecting
the Fed to increase the rate three
times.
The slew of recent economic
data indicating a robust economy
has puzzled Wall Street to the
point where they are placing a 77.4
percent probability of a possible
rate increase during the September meeting. If the Fed decided
to go ahead and hike the rates in
September on top of another hike
in December, this will be the first
time since 2008 when the Fed has
moved the benchmark interest
rate more than four times.

______________________

T

here is a new sector in
town and it is called
communication services,
including high-profile names such
as Netflix, Google and Facebook,
and smaller names such as Twitter.
According to Reuters, “The
telecom sector, currently about
2 percent of the entire S&P 500,
is expected to have a roughly 11
percent weighting under its new
communication services tag.” Not
all high-profile names are moving
into this new sector with Amazon
and Apple remaining in their old
sectors.
This latest shake-up of the
Global Industry Classification
Standards reflects the rapidly
evolving global economy and the
role of technology in our future.
______________________

O

il prices jumped more
than 2 percent to hit
its highest price since
November 2014 at $80.94 a barrel. Traders are speculating that a
supply gap will result from the renewed U.S. sanction on Iran after
Saudi Arabia and Russia ruled out
any immediate production increase.
According to BNP Paribas Oil
Strategist Harry Tchilinguirian,
this supply gap will be resolved
through high oil prices. This is
a heavy blow to Trump, who
has complained about rising oil
prices on Twitter.
By Sean O’Dea and Paul Menestrier

Are internships worth the time and
effort that students invest in them?
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Internships bring college students benefits because they give
these students the chance to undergo realistic circumstances that
might exist in their future careers.
Therefore, students can learn professional skills that the position
requires to solve issues while at
work.
Additionally, interns figure out
what services different types of
clients and customers require by
interacting with numerous people
each day.
Through interning, students
will face different challenges and
tasks associated with their job and
colleagues. These challenges will
enhance one’s insight on how to
deal with issues and how to manage and organize time wisely.
Students will also understand
the main goals and objectives of
the companies they work for and
enhance their own abilities to deal
with problems.
The success of overcoming issues encourages interns to challenge themselves and explore their
personal proficiencies.
Students will be deeply impacted by the extra responsibilities
they have to take on. Therefore,
students will not feel strange and
confused when they face potential issues or obstacles in their future careers and will know how to
reasonably find solutions to these
problems.
Another key feature of an internship is that it increases a student’s chance of employment after
college.
Employers are more likely to
hire employees to full-time, salaried positions if they have sufficient professional experience

Baruch alum talks entrepreneurship
BY ESTELLE SAAD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Baruch College alumnus Michael Gilvary, the co-founder and
CEO of both Idion and Cutaneous
Information Technologies, came to
speak at Baruch on Sept. 30 about
his business ventures and gave
students advice on how to become
successful entrepreneurs.
Gilvary’s company Idion created an identification and security
platform with skin-wearable stickers. The technology authenticates
wearers and links them to the event
or place that they are located at and
can be accessed via smartphone.
The startup originally focused only
on events within the health care
field, but its services are now also
being used at venues such as concerts, resorts and museums.
“Lunch & Learn,” a new program at Baruch, is a group of
roundtable-style events in which
successful Baruch alumni who
have started their own entrepreneurial ventures tell students
about their experiences. This was
the first of the “Lunch & Learn” series, which meets once per month,
each time focusing on a different
topic of interest.
Gilvary has 15 years of management experience, as well as experience in marketing within the health
care industry from his time at the
Stryker Corporation. He also served
as the chief operating officer and
part owner of Lulu DK LLC.
Unhappy with his job at Stryker,
Gilvary decided to attend Baruch
to get a business degree, though he
was uncertain which specific field
he wanted to pursue.
The CEO soon discovered his
passion for entrepreneurship
when he took a class on the subject. Gilvary has spoken at Baruch
on numerous occasions because
when he first came to the college,

he felt “very lost,” but soon found
his way. Gilvary hopes that by coming to speak at Baruch, he will be
able to give back and provide guidance to students. After graduating
with a bachelor’s degree in finance
in 2007, he and his friend came up
with the idea for their first startup,
and Gilvary quit his job, taking the
leap into entrepreneurship.
Gilvary explained to his audience the five key components of
being a successful entrepreneur.
The first component, he shared,
is coming up with an original idea.
He spoke of the importance of
valuing the creation, delivery and
capture of the product. Gilvary
emphasized the importance of
knowing the product’s distinguishing factors, as well as being able to
explain the premise of the business
simply and clearly to investors. He
then spoke about knowing the
product’s customer scope and how
to effectively target consumers. Finally, Gilvary stressed the importance of figuring out how to capitalize on the profits and stop others
from trying to copy your business.
After creating a “palatable and
manageable” business idea, the
next step (and in Gilvary’s opinion
the most important) is to make a
plan. In Gilvary’s words, “Everybody
has ideas but, no one has a plan. A
plan takes something from an idea
into something you can actually
move on.” A plan, he said, is how
an entrepreneur is able to actually
make an idea become a reality.
The third factor of successful
entrepreneurship is deciding how
much time you are willing to put
into the venture. Gilvary guaranteed that every investor wants to
know if you are working on the
venture as a full- or part-time job,
indicating how serious you are
about the venture. According to
Gilvary, ventures are often more
time-consuming than expected.

He warned that one must decide
how much of their time will be
required to make the venture successful, and if they are committed
to investing time into it.
After making these decisions,
the capital required to get the business started must be earned. Gilvary said that a plan and financial
projection must be presented to
investors in order to show them
that the product has validity. He
explained that by capital he is referring to both monetary and human capital. Gilvary said that a
major part of making a venture
successful is getting a good team of
workers, which in his opinion can
be just as hard as getting money.
The final component involved is
“having the guts to step out beyond
the ranks and make it work.” In Gilvary’s opinion, you either “have
guts or you don’t,” and only some
people are cut out for it. He spoke
about the fears of leaving your
comfort zone and the importance
of controlling fears and managing
risks, as well as being the “owner of
your own domain.”
When speaking of the challenges involved in entrepreneurship, Gilvary emphasized the importance of listening to advice and
recommended the use of negative
feedback as a guideline of how to
improve. He also stressed the dangers of procrastination and how it
can cause companies to miss their
window of opportunity and fail.
Additionally, Gilvary spoke of
the many risks involved in entrepreneurship. He said that 95 percent of startups don’t meet their
projections, and that there is a major psychological price involved in
leading one.
He explained that to be a successful entrepreneur you have to
“think beyond,” that you must be
creative in finding different ways to
approach and solve problems.
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An internship gives hands-on experience that students cannot get in the classroom.
and appropriate qualifications.
People believe that having
more internships will look good on
their resumes.
However, it is also important
to note that working while being
a student can hinder academic
progress. Students may not have
enough time to work on school assignments if they take part in an
internship during a particularly
busy semester.
Working puts extra pressure on
full-time students, so they should
aim to balance working and studying equally. Additionally, they
should seek to gain skills from
internships that are not available
through their classes and school
organizations, but are essential for
working in the future.
Students should consider if
they can receive valuable benefits from their internship or if it
is better to save working for when

they have a lighter course load in
school. Usually, students feel more
comfortable if they take on a summer or winter internship because
these can provide enough time
to get used to working before the
stress of classes and tests begin.
This is an easier way for students
to learn how to balance work and
school in a simpler manner.
Students should try to take
part in internships so they are
equipped for whatever kind of outcomes these jobs will bring them.
This experience might feel tedious and high in pressure at first,
but it always teaches students
knowledge they will not get from
their classes.
Internships are important because they impart on a student the
knowledge to overcome difficulties in life and the skills necessary
for socialization, time management and work efficiency.
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Developer behind The Walking Dead games suddenly shutters
BY ANGEL TORRES
COPY CHIEF

Telltale Games, an American
video game developer, released a
statement on its Twitter account on
Friday, Sept. 21, saying that it let go
a majority of its staff after a difficult
decision to begin a majority studio
closure.
A small group of 25 employees
— out of approximately 250 that
were employed, according to Forbes
— will be staying on to fulfill the
company’s obligations to its board
and partners, according to the
statement.
Last year, the company laid off
90 employees, which was 25 percent of the staff. This month’s firing
has left about 90 percent of the staff
without jobs, and none of them
were giving a severance, according
to sources that spoke to The Verge.
According to one of those sources,
employees were given roughly 30
minutes to get out of the building.
Brandon Cebenka, a character
artist for Telltale Games, went to
Twitter to voice his displeasure.
“None of my sleepless nights
or long hours on weekends trying to ship a game on time got me
severance today,” Cebenka tweeted. “Don’t work overtime unless
you’re paid for it, y’all. Protect your
health. Companies don’t care
about you.”
The company has been allegedly mired with many issues for
some time now. An in-depth report released in March by The
Verge cites the company as having mismanagement problems,
unsustainable growth and a culture

that had employees working 14- to
18-hour days.
“Although many employees
were sympathetic to the pressure
to hit financial goals and meet the
strict requirements ... the rapid
pace of development caused many
employees to feel significant burnout. Eventually, the emails from
higher-ups encouraging the staff to
push through a particularly rough
patch began to feel redundant,” the
report reads.
In March of 2017, Kevin Bruner,
CEO and co-founder of Telltale
Games, left the company after a
clash with the board of directors.
The replacement CEO, Pete Hawley, came in and began the 90-person layoff, denying questions that
Telltale Games could be a company
in deeply troubling waters, according to video game news website
Gamespot.
Following the announcement
of the closing of Telltale Games,
Bruner wrote a blog on his personal
website speaking about his personal experience with the company.
“I left Telltale a year and a half
ago after an extended period where
the Board of Directors and I had
very different visions of Telltale’s
future and how we might get there,”
Bruner wrote. “That was one of the
hardest times of my professional
life, but in the end the company is
controlled by its Board of Directors and I respected their decision
throughout.”
Bruner goes on to say how saddened he is for the employees losing their jobs and for a closing studio that embraced creative risks
that no one else would consider.

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Telltale Games announced that it was closing on Sept. 21, laying off 225 employees without any severance payment.
Telltale’s closure came with
questions about what would happen to the company’s popular
award-winning Walking Dead series. The final season was released
last month, but not all chapters release at once.
The second chapter of the game
came out on Sept. 25, and it will
likely be the game’s last.

A happier you equals happier dreams
BY ALI HUSSAIN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

There is an empirical correlation between positivity in waking
moments and positivity in dreams,
a study led by professors from the
University of Turku in Finland recently showed for the first time.
Though many people may have
previously assumed that positivity in waking moments correlates
to positivity in dreams, there had
been no empirical data on the matter before this experiment.
Furthermore, the people for
whom dream research has already
been conducted are those who
suffer from various diseases and
disorders. Thus, there was never a
large study conducted on the general populace’s dream state and
their peace of mind. An important aspect of the study was that
peace of mind as a concept was
investigated for the first time as
an aspect of well-being in relation
to dreams.
The study was limited to
healthy native Swedish speakers
without any psychiatric or neurologic diagnoses. Participants filled
out an online well-being questionnaire. They then logged on
to and filled out an online home
dream diary, in which they reported their dreams and rated their
emotional affect.
The well-being questionnaire
included questions about scales
measuring all the different components of well-being, symptoms
of ill-being and sociodemographic
questions. The scales used in the
questionnaire were life satisfaction, domain satisfaction, positive
and negative affect, eudaimonic
well-being, peace of mind, depression, anxiety and additional measures. Meanwhile, the dream diary
included both self-ratings and external ratings of dream affect.
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Greater peace of mind and less anxiety could be connnected to better dreams.
The results showed that when
controlling for other types and
components of well-being and illbeing, individuals with a higher
score on the peace of mind scale
expressed more positive affect in
subsequent dream reports. In fact,
it was the only scale on the wellbeing side that correlated to dream
affect. Meanwhile, anxiety was the
only scale on the ill-being side that
correlated to dream affect.
“Peace of mind is characterized by inner peace and harmony
that can be achieved by accepting
both positive and negative experiences, balancing between positive
and negative affective states, and
controlling one’s mental state,” the
study said.
This means that peace of mind
is ultimately a manifestation of
self-regulation and control. People
with a higher peace of mind index
do feel negative emotions — such
as fear — but have a higher threshold for threat detection and a better ability to regulate these states,
especially when no imminent danger is present.

Therefore, the researchers propose that “whereas high levels
of anxiety are characterized by
relatively more negative affective
states in both waking and dreaming, reflecting possible underlying
affect dysregulation; high levels
[of peace of mind] are characterized by relatively more positive
affective states across different
states of consciousness, reflecting
efficient or adaptive affect regulation.” However, further studies are
required before anything can be
confirmed.
Ultimately, it seems that
achieving a greater sense of selfregulation may result in a positive
impact on the state of someone’s
mind by reducing anxiety.
Both of these changes in mindset may be able to reflect positively on the dream affect of the
individual.
As a final statement, the researchers of this study said they
would like peace of mind to be
systematically integrated into the
conceptual and empirical framework of well-being.

Telltale Games released an update saying that it was looking for
solutions to finishing The Walking Dead: The Final Season, but the
game’s status is currently undecided.
“Multiple potential partners
have stepped forward to express
interest in helping to see The Final Season through to completion.
While we can’t make any promises

today, we are actively working towards a solution that will allow episodes 3 and 4 to be completed and
release in some form.”
The Walking Dead isn’t the only
game whose status is currently unknown; all of Telltale’s other titles
are currently on hold, including the
second season of the popular 2013
title The Wolf Among Us.
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Coming soon to NYC: Turkish artist's skull of many skulls
SVEN LARSEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

After four and a half years of
work and a budget of $1 million,
Kurdish artist Ahmet Günestekin
has finished his latest piece,
“Chamber of Immortality.”
Currently on display in his
home country of Turkey, “Chamber
of Immortality” is expected to travel throughout Europe in London
and Berlin before being welcomed
in New York City.
Massively towering over visitors, “Chamber of Immortality” is
as ominous and menacing as it is
intriguing and beautiful.
Separated into three individual pieces, the sculpture's focus
point is the sinister-looking skull
and serpent-like tongue made out
of thousands of individual metal
skulls and horns. Two large walls
encompass the centerpiece, each
plastered with horns pointing inward and decorated with skulls
over a rainbow background on
the outside.
The bright neon colors of the
outside juxtapose the metallic and
grim web of horns on the inside,
but both sides help in setting the
mood for the immersive sculpture
and add to its complex meaning.
Aptly named, Günestekin’s
piece investigates the relationship
between humans and the various
cultural notions surrounding the
familiar fear of dying.
He cites “The Epic of Gilgamesh”
as an important inspiration, as the
story of the Sumerian king very
much mirrors the same concepts
of death. The epic tale follows Gil-
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Ahmet Günestekin's skull sculpture incorporates elements from “The Epic of Gilgamesh” and the story of Noah's ark.
gamesh as he journeys throughout
various mythological lands seeking
immortality after seeing his companion Enkidu die.
Günestekin drew onto the ancient story of Gilgamesh as inspiration after seeing the discoveries
excavated in Göbekli Tepe, a Turkish temple and archaeological site
that many historians remark is the

Snooker and crime mix
in Bean's play The Nap
REUVEN GLEZER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Richard Bean's latest work, The
Nap, is essentially an old-fashioned British crime comedy for
the stage, running at the Samuel J.
Friedman Theatre. A comedy ostensibly about snooker — the British variant of billiards — is not exactly one’s first idea of what might
contain comedic material.
Bean has proven otherwise
by managing to extract as many
laughs as possible from this ridiculous, sometimes cute, sometimes
raucous new comedy. Under the
assured direction of Daniel Sullivan, this Manhattan Theatre Club
production is a breath of fresh air
on Broadway.
Ben Schnetzer stars as Dylan
Spokes, a snooker champion in
the making, man-bun and vegetarianism pouring out of him like
a Williamsburg hipster. He’s in his
hometown of Sheffield, England,
for the championship after a surprise win in Brussels. The only
problem is that almost everyone
around him is some kind of idiot
in one way or another. It only adds
to the wonderfully heady mix of
comedy and caper that the show
gladly wraps itself in like a warm
blanket in a luxury hotel room.
Only adding to the madcap
nature of Bean’s world is Dylan’s
ex-con father, Bobby Stokes, here
making the most of his Yorkshire
accent from John Ellison Conlee.
The man can’t do math and will
gladly put down bets on his son to
lose, but has his heart in the right
place, somehow. Dylan’s manager,
Tony DanLino, played with comedic charm by Max Gordon Moore,
is a buffoon constantly avoiding
damaging calls, and his mother,

Stella, embodied by Johanna Day,
is a right mess. One can only imagine how Dylan came out mostly
sane from his volatile upbringing.
Rounding out this fine comedic
ensemble are Alexandra Billings as
the malapropism-prone gangster
Waxy Bush. When Eleanor Lavery
and Mohammad Butt, two seemingly professional investigators,
come to question Dylan, things
begin to spiral into absurdity.
Fine comedic performances
are in great supply in The Nap.
Lavery and Butt, played by the ravishing Heather Lind and hilarious
Bhavesh Patel, respectively, have
a buddy-cop humor that makes
their ridiculous relationship all
the more entertaining. Bobby
and Stella are the perfect former
couple with all the problems of the
world on their shoulders, and Billings steals the show as Waxy Bush.
One might want to tune in especially for the verbal gags Waxy
Bush is prone to, but laughter is
ill-advised unless one wants this
gangster to go for the neck.
Sullivan’s direction keeps
things smooth and simple, while
David Rockwell’s set is a fluid mélange of set pieces that give the
work a cinematic feel. Spot-on
costuming from Kaye Voyce and
fun lighting design from Justin
Townsend only add to the fun,
while Lindsay Jones’ original music gives a rocker vibe to the world
of snooker.
The comedic timing and fine
touches give this world a palpability few comedies are able to command. The verbal play in this work
is also just a joy. It doesn’t try to be
anything more than it is, a romp
and a half. The only critique is that
of the ending, which feels too sudden in execution.

“starting point of history” for the religious and cultural evidence found
there.
While the claim of Göbekli
Tepe being the “starting point of
history” is still up for debate, the
archaeological excavations of the
site do serve as the starting point
for the “Chamber of Immortality.”
Günestekin interpreted the scenes

etched into surviving monoliths
found at Göbekli Tepe as depictions
of ancient flood stories, like “The
Epic of Gilgamesh” and the biblical story Noah’s Ark. Günestekin
also proposes that these monoliths were used as a spiritual way of
connecting the ancient people to
the sun.
Inspired by the ancient people's

individual relationship with the
mythology of a “life-giving” sun,
Günestekin sought to replicate that
connection between humans and
life while also exploring the themes
of death at the core of “The Epic of
Gilgamesh” and the story of Noah.
Noah's influence in “Chamber
of Immortality” can be seen in the
rainbow imagery, snake and, of
course, animal horns, all of which
served as vital signs in the biblical
story of rebirth and survival.
Günestekin is no stranger to
translating oral narratives into
modern art. The self-taught artist
sports an impressive and expansive portfolio full of pieces of varied
mediums inspired by legends and
mythology.
A
lover
of
symbolism,
Günestekin employs many mythological motifs in his work, like
the sun disc seen in the painting
“Sound of Time” and inspired in
“Chamber of Immortality.” This
blend of classical civilizations' cultures and modern artistic mediums
separate Günestekin's work from
other modern artists, for he is not
just rehashing themes done before,
but instead breathing new life into
them.
The artwork was shown free of
charge to the Turkish public up until Sept. 20.
From there, the sculpture will be
on view in London and Berlin and
finally will stop in New York City for
a showing.
The exact date and location for
the work have yet to be announced
for its New York stop, but it's expected that the artist will release
details soon.

Bert and Ernie are just friends, insists
Sesame Workshop Twitter statement
KYRAH BROWN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Individuality and freedom
of expression are two tenets of
American culture. Nevertheless,
throughout American history,
the LGBTQ community has faced
adversity and suppression from
numerous fronts to silence their
voices and identities.
Although LGBTQ rights have
risen to prominence in recent
years, the conversation to address
this shifting social paradigm is still
heavily divided among parents,
teachers and families alike. Embracing diversity and inclusion
is one of the more vital values in
rearing a child.
Therefore, the question that
remains is how and when to introduce the concept of homosexuality
to children.
The children’s television and
entertainment industry currently
grapples with the same question.
Preschooler-aimed Sesame Street
embraces conversations on race,
gender, real-life events and more,
and continues to celebrate differences alike.
However, the show remained
hesitant to clarify the relationship between characters Bert and
Ernie, even though many adult
viewers interpret their relationship as romantic.
The debate surrounding Bert
and Ernie was recently revisited
after a former Sesame Street writer
said in an interview that he wrote
Bert and Ernie as lovers.
On Sept. 18, The Sesame Workshop released a statement via
Twitter that denied that Bert and
Ernie had a homosexual relationship. “Even though they are
identified as male characters and
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possess many human traits and
characteristics … they remain
puppets, and do not have a sexual
orientation.”
The tweet immediately provoked backlash and outrage,
prompting the organization to take
down the statement and replace it
with a new one that simply emphasized that Bert and Ernie were
just friends.
Many still have criticized Sesame Street and its approach to Bert
and Ernie’s relationship, voicing
that it is imperative to show homosexuality on Sesame Street in
order to be truly inclusive.
Contrasted with Sesame Street,
shows on television channel Cartoon Network such as Steven Universe and Adventure Time have
displayed LGBTQ relationships.
Steven Universe broke ground this
summer by showing a same-sex
marriage, and frequently features
a gender “fusion” of a main male
and female character.
According to entertainment
outlet TheWrap, the LGBTQ community applauds the show’s creator Rebecca Sugar, and the acco-

lades and Emmy nominations received express additional praise.
In Adventure Time, fans were excited to see characters Princess
Bubblegum and Marceline the
Vampire Queen finally profess
their deep care for each other,
sealed with a long-awaited kiss.
The difference between the
shows can be related back to audience age. Television shows and
media geared toward youth are
often very influential and entertainment must highlight inclusion
in appropriate ways.
But some people point out that
Sesame Street watchers may be
too early in their development to
raise the issue of LGBTQ awareness.
Steven Universe and Adventure
Time are rated for an older audience, which is an age at which
thoughts, emotions and identities
are being questioned and defined
individually.
Once a show is able to clarify
to whom and for what age they
want to market, then the show can
best decide which elements of life
should be illustrated.
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No seats available: Stars in the Night Brooklyn play shows
takes audiences on walking tour
an emperor's downfall
BY E. DAAR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There is no closure, no wrap up,
no debriefing. Stars in the Night, an
immersive theater experience that
takes up to 12 voyeurs to Dumbo,
Brooklyn, ends with its small audience staring blankly at a real
estate agent as she declares, “This
is the end of our journey,” and
walks away.
Nowhere near the original location where the show had begun,
this abrupt cauterization may
cause mass confusion for a small
audience of perfect strangers.
Stars in the Night is a tale of
lives intertwined under the stars.
Unlike mainstream theater,
audience members are expected
to travel on foot, following the action as it progresses through three
areas all located around Dumbo.
In theory, this experience seems
enticing.
In practice, the immersive experience format is not quite right
for the story.
This sentiment is reinforced
immediately by the location of the
first scene. Much of the pertinent
beginning-of-the-show exposition
has the audience outdoors, beneath the Brooklyn Bridge.
While the views are stunning,
the monologue itself is almost
completely drowned out by the
sound of the subway crossing
overhead.
This poor choice of location
is the home of two consecutive scenes. Noise levels of that
magnitude can become deeply
frustrating.
One would think that the
Brooklyn Bridge subway would
come into play when planning the
path of a show in Dumbo. Perhaps

placing scenes near the subway
was intentional, but the decision's
detraction from the experience
makes it seem otherwise. There
is some redemption in the fact
that the second scene is rather tumultuous, as a grief-stricken and
“tweaked out” young man runs in
to beg the audience to help search
for his lost sister.
The combination of the acting
alongside the lights and the noise
from the train creates a sense of
urgency.
It seems more than likely that
the same feeling could have been
replicated on a stage, as seen by
the success of the following scene
that takes place indoors.
These scenes have incredibly
intricate sets that would have really contributed to the immersive
experience if the audience were
allowed to explore them instead of
just watching from a distance, no
different than watching a show on
a stage from the floor seats.
The last two scenes take place
in the home of a young couple.
Items within the living room area
indicate that it is a flashback, and
the young couple are parents to a
shop owner visited previously in
the show.
Before the start of the performance, the audience is deliberately asked not to move around
the spaces too much. This begs the
question of why writers-directors
Stephanie Feury and Nathan Keyes
would leave certain exposition to
items the audience may not even
get to see.
That being said, the story in itself is interesting and has some really clever transitional aspects.
As mentioned before, one of
the characters is a real estate agent
functioning as a guide to bring the

group from location to location.
For once, the immersive format is highlighted with the use of
this character. With her presence
comes energy and a certain sense
of being present that encourages
the audience to follow her and
engage.
She has a normalcy that can
truly convince the audience that
they will be going to see properties
in Brooklyn, when in reality they
are just receiving a new piece of
the puzzle that is this story.
Between every thought-provoking series of events, the audience can expect a chipper, capriwearing, spring-stepping person
to guide them to a new place.
This act is so well-timed and
well-executed that it can easily be
considered Stars in the Night’s redeeming quality. This character is
what makes the experience truly
immersive.
Unfortunately, she only appears in between the last three
scenes. Another mistake.
Stars in the Night misses
the mark. Immersive theater is
meant to bring the audience into
the story.
It is imperative that a natural atmosphere is established in order to
make it believable.
While the story is interesting,
a staged production would have
fared better in comparison with
this one in Dumbo, as it would not
have to combat trains and meticulous scrutiny. It is so disappointing that not even the real estate
agent could provide comfort in the
end, as it is she who abandons the
audience.
The audience of Stars in the
Night is given no wrapup or closure to quite a tumultuous experience.

BY REUVEN GLEZER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Polish journalist Ryszard Kapuscinski documented the downfall of a dictatorship by interviewing anonymous members of the
Ethiopian royal court. So came
the challenge for adaptor Colin
Teevan and the creative design
team who brought The Emperor
from London to the Theatre for a
New Audience at Polonsky Shakespeare Center in Brooklyn.
It’s genuinely amazing to see a
work of such magnitude brought
to life on the mainstage of the
Polonsky Shakespeare Center —
there truly is something astounding and epic about The Emperor, a
cross between Brechtian fairytale
and theatrical reportage.
Directed with a wonderfully
avant-garde edge by Walter Meierjohann, The Emperor bounces
between personal account, student protests and fascinating projections courtesy of video designer
Louis Price.
That video design only highlights the deceptively simple
scenography and costuming, accomplished by Ti Green. Lighting
designer Mike Gunning and sound
designer Paul Arditti help create
an atmosphere of both interviews
and the hurly-burly of Ethiopian
capital Addis Ababa following the
revolution that took place in that
country. The Ethiopia that these
royal courtiers knew is no longer
the one they tell of in their story.
All are played with a magnetic
grace by Kathryn Hunter, a British actress known for her stellar
body work and physical prowess
as an actress. She was previously
the mesmerizing Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream and por-

trayed an ape who took on quite a
transformation in another Teevan
adaptation known as Kafka’s Monkey. Her ability to shapeshift with
a simple pair of glasses or a new
stance is one of the most captivating stage performances one could
witness.
Her costar, Ethiopian musician Temesgen Zeleke, creates a
very real grounding for Ethiopia’s
revolutionary youth and newly
educated generations. He also accompanies Hunter on the krar, an
Ethiopian lyre, providing a musical soundscape while also creating
fascinating dissonance between
the audience and the story.
The creative team behind this
sordid tale of power clearly understands the monumental task behind the theatricalization of such
deeply political resonances. The
team also understands that the
choices its members made in this
production are incredibly unconventional ones, from the minimalist design to the casting of Hunter
as the voices of the royal court.
However, these risks pay off in
the brisk 70 minutes that whisk
the audience into the palaces of
the emperor.
It’s a riveting theatrical experience that can rarely be experienced or adequately described
without witnessing it, but anyone
who leaves The Emperor without
a feeling of unease regarding the
fragility of tyrants is more foolish
than they will admit.
The production does an admirable, if not titanic job, of rendering
apologists, autocracy and ardent
revolution into a play that should
make rivals weep. The team of Teevan, Meierjohann, Hunter and
Zeleke have enraptured everyone
many times over and counting.

In The Land of Steady Habits, everybody is hopelessly miserable

BENJAMIN WALLIN
Standing in a Bed Bath & Beyond, Anders Harris stares at stacks
upon stacks of products, collapses
his head and sighs. It’s a powerful
opening image, simply evoking the
sense of malaise that comes with
late age and trying to start over.
There’s a reason the film The Land
of Steady Habits uses the shot for its
poster. The only trouble is when the
feeling keeps going and there is no
escape from this movie of endless
misery.
Anders is divorced. His wife,
Helene Harris, lives in the home
they rebuilt together with another
man. She’s been with her lover,
Donny O'Connell, for two years,
though it's only been six months
since Helene and Anders split.
Their son, Preston Harris, is
reckoning with the damage he’s
done to his life, now that he’s 27
years old and out of rehab. The
shattered family lives in Connecticut, and it gets worse.
The Harris family is close with
the Ashford family. At a party, Sophie Ashford and Helene complain
about life, mostly bickering about
Spanx. Sophie’s teenage son, Charlie, is outside hiding with friends
and smoking a blend of weed and
PCP. Anders, drunkenly stumbling
through a party he shouldn’t have
attended, smokes too. Charlie ends
up in the hospital and continues on
a downward spiral, while his parents miserably watch it happen.
If Manchester by the Sea was
2016’s defining film of tearful, east

COURTESY OF NETFLIX

As part of The Land of Steady Habits' evocative imagery, Anders Harris miserably shops at Bed Bath & Beyond. The malaise continues onward throughout the film.
coast, white, American misery,
then The Land of Steady Habits
is making a strong case for being
2018’s, if only with less obvious moments of tears. Instead, characters
stare off into the distance, or Anders gets insulted — deservingly —
over and over. It’s memorable when
Preston refers to Anders’ Christmas
decorations outside of his condo as
his father’s own “sad, little Christmas parade,” but the film just keeps
piling it on.
There is no hope. There is little
reprieve. Things fall apart and people continue to feel a great sense of
uneasiness, exhausted as they are

by their lives and watching everything they’ve built come crashing
down. Malaise is the defining word
of Nicole Holofcener’s film, a miserable work that continues miserably with no happy ending in sight.
Stories should fluctuate. They
need change and development,
and things generally should look
different at the end than they did
at the beginning. The graphic depiction of The Land of Steady Habits’ emotional journey would be a
flat line.
Every bit of further despair is
only a confirmation of what the
viewer could pick up on fairly

quickly; this is a sad movie full of
sad people, from beginning to end.
Sure, the film looks nice. Ben
Mendelsohn is able to be the emotional punching bag he needs to be
as Anders, Thomas Mann pouts remarkably as Preston and Edie Falco
has a strong presence of disdain as
Helene. But there just seems to be
no point in celebrating anything in
this miserable mess of nondevelopment, where things change, but everything still feels like stasis.
Each of the 98 minutes in the
film’s runtime drag on. The Land
of Steady Habits, a Netflix release,
would be better off not added to

the queue of anybody who hopes
for more than one emotion.
In one scene of note, Donny
visits Anders. The latter brought
home a pie of pizza for himself and
munches on slices out of the box.
Donny offers to buy Anders’ old
home from him — Anders hasn’t
paid the mortgage in six months. Of
course, Anders, short on money, is
too proud. He asks about a ribbon
Donny is wearing. Of course, it’s for
breast cancer and, of course, Donny’s sister died of the disease.
The steadiest habit is to
find misery wherever it can fit,
unendingly.
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Book of Job inspires I Was Most Alive
With You, a modern biblical parable
BY REUVEN GLEZER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Craig Lucas truly is a poet of
human misery. At least, that’s the
impression one might get after sitting through his wide-reaching,
lumbering beast of a drama I Was
Most Alive With You, now running
through Oct. 14 at Playwrights Horizons theater.
This attempt at a Bible-sized
portion of the human struggle
suffers from weight of its own
ambition.
What feels like several narrative frames attempting to fight for
dominance as Lucas’ characters
essentially begin to lose any and all
control over their lives.
In a program note, Lucas mentions that the work was inspired
after his own personal catastrophes
and being told by a friend to read
the Book of Job. What results here
is a bit of a mess.
On Arnulfo Maldonado’s twotiered set, a shadow cast of actors interpret the show in American Sign Language, while Astrid,
played by Marianna Bassham, and
Ash, embodied by Michael Gaston, attempt to figure out what they
could’ve done right one fateful
Thanksgiving night.
They are attempting to write a
screenplay for their network using
the night in question as an inspirational catalyst.
Astrid suggests using the Book
of Job as a frame of reference, passages of which she occasionally
recites.
There is also the attempt to keep
track of what the ASL shadow cast
does, which seems to be some
cross between interpretation and
rendering the inner thoughts of the
characters on stage.

After a while, it grows to be a
bit tiresome. While the attempt to
create frameworks of the play to be
completely accessible to deaf audiences is to be applauded, there
is something dramaturgical that
doesn’t quite meld.
It doesn’t help that director
Tyne Rafaeli seems to be caught in
such a limbo with staging this modern-day biblical parable, and director of artistic sign language Sabrina
Dennison appears to have not been
given enough reign to fully merge
the two worlds together.
It creates something of a split
connection that never quite finds
itself reattached. It also doesn’t
help that the characters Lucas has
created are so miserable as to be
beyond pitied, just witnessed in
their revulsion.
True to form, the playwright
who brought similar works of the
human tendency toward destruction, of the self and otherwise, to
the stage has created a world in
which the capacity for humans to
fall is almost cosmic.
While Lucas’ other works, such
as the upper-class farce The Singing Forest and Hollywood love
story The Dying Gaul, seem to at
least have a sense of identity, I Was
Most Alive With You doesn’t have as
much confidence. It’s as if the work
is fighting for its own survival.
The characters, as well, seem
to be struggling to survive for their
own existence on stage. The only
exception here is the ever-talented Russell Harvard, who here is
one of the many stand-ins for a
modern Job.
Harvard plays Knox, Ash’s gay
and deaf adopted son, who begins the drama with a beautiful
prayer to God that allows the audience to understand the sheer

goodness that inhabits his spirit.
So, when Knox suffers a tragedy
that causes his slide back into addiction, it is difficult to watch, but
most certainly believable to anyone
who has been friends with a recovering addict. In this regard, Lucas
holds no punches back, whether
it is Knox’s relapse, the betrayal by
his love, Farhard, here a bit underplayed by Tad Cooley, or the slow
decline of Knox’s mother, Pleasant, brought to wretched life by
Lisa Emery.
It can also make one feel bad for
the shadow cast, who are incredibly
talented yet have little to do other
than interpret. In one case, Shadow
Knox, represented by Harold Foxx,
has little to do in the first act but
only reaches his full ability when
the story finally comes around to
the second.
They never come down from
their second tier, but are given
the occasional interesting lighting treatment from designer Annie Wiegand. It would be a stretch
to call it a waste, but their lack
of presence is most definitely an
oversight that Rafaeli should have
handled better.
All in all, the work is lacking a
level of dramaturgical nuance that
would have turned it from ambitious to something truly great in
terms of its size and scope. The
work is clearly unafraid of being
traumatizing in some ways, but it
sacrifices care for punch-in-theface theatrics that were really quite
unnecessary.
A graphic on-stage suicide attempt, for example, could have
been handled without the feeling of
terror for terror’s sake. Lucas, Rafaeli and Dennison all clearly crafted
this piece with care, just not with as
gentle a hand as needed.

JOAN MARCUS

Russell Harvard plays Knox, who opens I Was Most Alive With You with prayer.
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Sports

Oops, They Did it Again:
Controversial NFL rule changes lead to egregious officiating
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Clay Matthews has come forward as a major detractor of the new rules. The linebacker was called for the penalty in crucial moments of the first three games of the season, each hit more scrutinized than the last.
BY ANDREW MARZULLO

SPORTS EDITOR

WWW.FLICKR.COM

On Sept. 16, with 1 minute and
45 seconds left in the fourth quarter, the Green Bay Packers held a
29-21 lead over the favorite Minnesota Vikings. In this Week 2 game of
the NFL season, Vikings quarterback Kirk Cousins dropped back to
pass but overthrew it, resulting in
an interception by Packers cornerback Jaire Alexander.
The interception would’ve been
Cousins’ second and would’ve
sealed the win for the Packers.
However the play would not
stand and would be one of the defining examples of a rule change
that would shape how football is
played as long as the rule is in effect.
Edge rusher Clay Matthews hit
Cousins as he released the ball,
adjusting his body to avoid landing
with his body weight — a point of
emphasis for the NFL this year —
and turned his head sideways to
avoid making helmet-to-helmet
contact, completing a textbook hit
as the ball was released.
Instead of celebrating a
game-sealing interception, Matthews was flagged for roughing
the passer, costing the Packers the
turnover, the field position and ultimately the win.
Matthews did everything the
NFL has emphasized in terms of
tackling and was punished for it.
The Vikings marched down the
field and scored the game-tying
touchdown.
The game would end in a tie —
the second in as many weeks that
is the byproduct of another controversial rule change.
The two rule changes have led
to a plethora of backlash from NFL

coaches, fans and players who are
all incredibly disappointed with
the product on the field, particularly in the midst of the NFL’s current
ratings slump.
Before the 2018 season, the NFL
competition committee voted to
shorten overtime from 15 minutes
to 10 minutes.
The change led to ties in two
divisional games that should have
been crucial playoff implications.
The NFL is not the league for
ties, but player safety is rightly a
point of emphasis. The decision
to shorten overtime is a noble decision that can help keep players
healthy.
However,
football
players
should not put their bodies — and
especially their brains — on the
line for the sake of a tie. The 16game, 17-week season is too short
to permit ties.
If overtime needs to be shortened, the NFL should revert back
to sudden death rules.
Only then will the rule change
be beneficial for players and
coaches, and ties would be much
less likely.
While the overtime rules are
controversial, they have not completely upended the product left on
the field during game.
The decision to stiffen the
roughing the passer rules and
make them a point of emphasis
was made with the intent to protect
quarterbacks.
The main change that has jokingly been dubbed the “Aaron
Rodgers rule” by the quarterback’s
detractors, bars defensive players
from landing on opposing quarterbacks with all of their body weight.
Essentially, the laws of physics
are illegal while tackling quarterbacks.

The rule change has led to nothing but controversy, as referees are
seemingly incapable of enforcing
the rules correctly, calling penalties on clean tackles and not calling
penalties on tackles that would fall
under the rule.
Matthews’ tackle against the
Vikings, which has been dubbed
clean by almost everyone who has
ever been involved with the game
of football, was put in a package
sent to teams as an example of a
dirty hit.
That’s right, the men and women in the league office — many of
whom have never strapped on pads
and buckled their chinstraps in the
heat of a game — have dubbed a
textbook tackle that follows every
rule they set as an example of an
illegal hit and a bad tackle.
Following the game, referee
Tony Corrente essentially admitted
he didn’t know how to assess that
play, saying it didn't fall under the
new rule. If it didn’t fall under the
new rule, what rule did it fall under?
There’s an old adage that says
it’s better to keep your mouth shut
and be thought the fool than open
your mouth and erase all doubt.
Referees don’t know how to officiate games anymore and are beginning to look the part of fools.
When they open their mouths
to explain bad penalties, they erase
the doubt.
The controversy with the rule
did not start with the first Matthews
hit.
In fact, penalties following the
new rules had been assessed frequently during the preseason and
Week 1.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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NHL offseason capped off by blockbuster trades, off-ice drama
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Henrik Zetterberg had an incredible NHL career and will be dearly missed. The Red Wings' standout and captain led his team to the Stanley Cup in 2008, and now the team will look to fill his leadership role.
BY FELIX MALAMUD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The regular season could not
be any closer, as there are just two
weeks left before the puck officially
drops on the 2018-2019 season. But
there is still an entire preseason to
be played, along with the conclusion of training camp.
At this point, it appeared that all
of the major offseason moves were
made and the scope of the league
was set. But things took a sharp left
turn, as two blockbuster deals involving two Eastern Canadian team
captains made all the headlines.
These trades overshadowed other
notable news around the league,
specifically the retirement of another legend, a major extension
for a bona fide superstar and a rare
and unpleasant off-ice incident.
The major storylines, of course,
surrounded Max Pacioretty of
the Montreal Canadiens and Erik
Karlsson of the Ottawa Senators.
Both players were captains of their
respective teams and key names
when it came to trade speculation. Pacioretty and Karlsson were
in rather similar situations. Their
teams were in shambles; core players were gone and uncertainty
among the organizations’ front offices and the team’s direction in
the future made for a very tough
situation.
Both players were potential
trade chips at last season’s deadline, but no deal for either of them
materialized. The big question on
everyone’s mind was which team
these two captains would play for in
this upcoming season. That question was answered this past week,
as the two stars of their respective hockey clubs will indeed be
wearing different uniforms next
season.
Everyone is aware that the
Western Conference is absolutely
loaded with Stanley Cup-contending teams. But with two pulls of
the trigger, the Wild West got even
wilder.
On Sept. 9, the Canadiens said
farewell to their captain, as they
traded Pacioretty to the Vegas Gold-

en Knights in exchange for Tomás
Tatar, highly touted prospect Nick
Suzuki and a 2019 second-round
pick. This is a deal that appears to
define both teams’ objectives.
The Knights got a player that
came off the worst season in his career, with just 17 goals and 37 points
in 64 games, but recorded over 30
goals in the prior four seasons. Pacioretty, drafted by Montreal in the
first round in 2007, served as captain of the Canadiens since 2015
and recorded 226 goals, 222 assists
and 448 points in 626 games since
making his debut in the 2008-2009
season. He is entering the final year
of his contract and carries a lowrisk, $4.5 million cap hit given his
outstanding production.
Vegas immediately fixed this issue by signing Pacioretty to a fouryear, $28 million extension the day
after acquiring him. Rumors were
flying that the Los Angeles Kings
had a deal in place for the 29-yearold left winger during last year’s
trade deadline.
However, that deal fell through
after the two parties could not
agree on a contract extension.
Pacioretty is joining a team that
reached the Stanley Cup finals in its
inaugural season. The Knights are
out to prove that last season was no
fluke, as they hauled in some huge
pieces this offseason, specifically
Pacioretty and top-tier center Paul
Stastny from the Winnipeg Jets.
As for the Canadiens, it is clear
that the team is in a state of rebuilding. The core pieces of Montreal’s successful years during this
decade, including Pacioretty, P.K.
Subban, Andrei Markov, Lars Eller,
Alexander Radulov and Alex Galchenyuk, are all playing elsewhere.
However, the team still owes
major amounts of money to defenseman Shea Weber and goaltender
Carey Price. Those contracts are
looking like a giant regret, as Weber
could not stay healthy, highlighted
by his offseason knee surgery that
will keep him out for the first few
months of the regular season, and
Price has declined in goal-scoring.
To put this into perspective, Price’s
eight-year, $84 million contract

extension kicks off this upcoming season. In regard to the assets
they received for Pacioretty, Tatar
has 228 points in 427 games with
the Detroit Red Wings and Golden
Knights, but underperformed during his short time in Vegas. Suzuki was Vegas’ first-round pick in
2017 and recorded 100 points in 64
games last season with the Ontario
Hockey League’s Owen Sound Attack.
Karlsson’s situation was far
more intriguing. Everyone was eager to know where the two-time
Norris Trophy winner and longtime Senators captain will play next
season. Several teams expressed
deep interest during last season’s
trade deadline. The Golden Knights
could not complete a potential deal
at the deadline, and Karlsson remained in Ottawa. Karlsson’s camp
reportedly rejected an eight-year,
$80 million extension from the
Senators, as they felt he was being
undervalued for his status among
the league’s defensemen.
This offseason, the Tampa Bay
Lightning and the Dallas Stars
made efforts to put a deal together
and acquire the elite blue-liner. But
it was an unlikely candidate that
swooped in and ended the suspense. The San Jose Sharks, who
are among the top teams in the
West, had all the assets necessary to
lure the Senators’ general manager
Pierre Dorion into trading Karlsson
and were not going to pass up on
the opportunity. After a summer's
worth of breathless speculation,
the Karlsson trade watch finally
reached its conclusion.
On Sept. 13, the Senators traded
Karlsson, along with Francis Perron, to the Sharks in exchange for
forwards Chris Tierney, Josh Norris
and Rudolfs Balcers, defenseman
Dylan DeMelo, a conditional 2019
second-round pick, a conditional
2020 first-round pick and a conditional 2021 second-round pick, respectively.
The Dallas Sharks are out to
make a statement that they are serious contenders for the Stanley Cup.
Karlsson pairs up with fellow Norris Trophy winner Brent Burns and

adds to an absolutely loaded core
led by Joe Pavelski, Evander Kane,
Joe Thornton, Logan Couture,
Tomás Hertl and Marc-Édouard
Vlasic.
Karlsson, who has led NHL defensemen in scoring during four of
the last eight seasons and has finished first or second in Norris Trophy voting four times — winning
in 2012 and 2015 — led the Senators to an incredible 2017 playoff
run that saw his team pull within a
game of the Stanley Cup final.
Last season, however, Karlsson
took months to recover from an
offseason ankle surgery that limited him to 71 games, his lowest
total in five years. He still recorded
62 points, a terrific number for a
defenseman. As loyal as Karlsson
was to the Senators organization
and the city of Ottawa, he had to
be dealt, given the direction the
Senators were going in. In less than
a year, the Senators went from being one win away from the finals in
2017 to an absolute dumpster fire
the following year.
The Senators were patient in
dealing Karlsson, as they wanted
to receive as much in return as possible for him. They did just that,
and Ottawa acquired young and
talented prospects, experienced
young players and high draft picks
that could end up being better than
their current value, given certain
circumstances.
However, Ottawa still has Mark
Stone, Bobby Ryan and Matt Duchene on the roster at very high-risk
cap hits. Ryan was targeted as the
so-called “throw-in” in a Karlsson
deal, but his $7.25 million cap hit
halted any chance of that happening. Duchene drastically underperformed last season, after being
acquired by Ottawa. Senators fans
will be dealing with a very ugly
situation for the coming years, but
do have the necessary pieces for a
bright future.
Among these two blockbuster
deals, other activity around the
league made serious headlines.
The Stars ended their potential
fiasco with star forward Tyler Seguin. After rumors that he would be

traded before his contract expires,
Dallas re-signed Seguin to an eightyear, $78.8 million extension. With
this deal inked in place, the Stars
keep their two best offensive producers in Seguin and captain Jamie
Benn.
On a more off-ice and unpleasant note, Nashville Predators forward Austin Watson was handed
down a hefty suspension by the
NHL for the entire preseason and
the first 27 regular-season games as
a result of a domestic assault incident in July.
Watson pleaded no contest to
a domestic assault charge in July,
receiving probation. He also must
complete 26 weeks of a batterer
intervention course. The NHL Players' Association will reportedly appeal this suspension.
The NHL is the only one of the
four major North American sports
leagues that doesn't have a domestic violence policy. Instead, the
NHL assesses incidents on a caseby-case basis.
The collective bargaining agreement between the league and the
players allows the NHL to suspend
players who are under criminal investigation.
The Boston Bruins and Calgary
Flames kicked off the preseason in
the league’s China Games initiative
in Shenzhen, furthering the NHL’s
goal to expand globally. Boston
won 4-3 in a shootout.
Capping off the major headlines
is the retirement of longtime Red
Wings forward Henrik Zetterberg.
After dealing with a degenerative
back condition and other injuries,
Zetterberg called it a career after 15
seasons with Detroit.
The Swedish star accumulated
337 goals, 623 assists and 960 points
in 1,082 games for the Original Six
club and led them to a Stanley Cup
in 2008 against the Pittsburgh Penguins. Zetterberg won the Conn
Smythe Trophy as the postseason’s
most valuable player.
Due to the fact that Zetterberg
has three years remaining on his
contract, he is not officially retired,
but he has made it official that his
hockey career is over.
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However, Matthews’ penalty
was the first to really open the
eyes of football pundits and fans
on how much of a problem the
change is. The controversy would
only continue in Week 3.
On Sept. 23, the Packers trailed
the Washington Redskins with 1
minute and 50 seconds left in the
third quarter. Matthews ran into
the backfield untouched and landed another clean shot on Redskins
QB Alex Smith. The play forced a
very long third down and would’ve
contributed to the Packers’ momentum swing.
Matthews turned to the referee
as soon as he made the hit, only to
duck his head in shame as another
decidedly atrocious personal foul
was called — the linebacker’s third
in as many games. While the play
did not directly contribute to the
outcome of the game, it kept the
momentum with the Redskins and
infuriated football fans nationwide. The most shocking aspect of
the play was that a much more blatant and obvious call was missed
mere moments before that.
Just a few plays earlier, Rodgers
was sacked. He was picked up and
driven into the ground by defensive end Daron Payne, who landed on Rodgers with all his body
weight.
There was no flag on the play.
Referee Craig Wrolstad told Rodgers on a hot microphone that he
“couldn’t see through 14 bodies on
the play,” which is an excuse for
just missing the call. The obvious
inconsistency in the assessment of
these penalties is what makes the
new rule change so controversial.
Following the game, Matthews
let his feelings be known, stating,

“Unfortunately, this league is going in a direction I think a lot of
people don’t like. I think they’re
getting soft.”
As mentioned, the trend started in the preseason, when the
calls were excused as warnings
from the officials. However, three
weeks into a 17-week NFL season,
the calls have been just as bad in
multiple games, changing the outcome of at least one of them.
Not only is the new rule unenforceable — it’s literally causing
players to injure themselves doing
something as simple as tackling an
opposing player. Just ask Miami
Dolphins defensive end William
Hayes how detrimental this new
rule is.
In his team’s matchup against
the Oakland Raiders, Hayes tore
his ACL attempting to tackle quarterback Derek Carr. Following the
injury, San Francisco 49ers cornerback Richard Sherman, who
was also injured following a tackling attempt, voiced his displeasure, tweeting, “They don’t care
about the rest of us getting hurt.
Long as the QB is safe.”
This is unacceptable. Player
safety is paramount and, therefore,
rules protecting helmet-to-helmet
and defensive hits are common
sense at this point.
However, when simple tackling
rules are changed to the point that
players suffer season injuries trying to adjust their bodies while hitting a quarterback cleanly, or simply not tackling the quarterback
and giving up big plays, as with the
Packers’ defensive end Mike Daniels, something needs to be done.
Sure, quarterbacks are the
moneymakers for the NFL. They’re
the highest-paid players for good
reason, as they can single-hand-

edly make the difference between
a 7-9 and 12-4 team.
Talented quarterbacks are
commodities in the NFL, and
there are only about four or five
elite quarterbacks in the league.
However, they are football players
too. Quarterbacks have been getting hit since the first forward pass
was thrown in 1906. They put on
pads and a helmet, scramble out
of the pocket, run for first downs
and even occasionally block. They
don’t wear flags or red jerseys on
Thursdays, Sundays or Mondays.
At this rate, they may start doing that soon. If the new rules are
here to stay, then these rules must
be called consistently, which they
clearly haven’t been.
The other fact of the matter
is no matter how much the rules
are changed, injuries will occur.
They are an unfortunate side effect of playing in the NFL. Houston Texans quarterback Deshaun
Watson and former Vikings quarterback Teddy Bridgewater both
tore their ACLs in practice, and
San Francisco 49ers quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo tore his ACL on
a scramble play.
The human body isn’t designed
to play football, which is why the
players are paid so much. Ultimately, the league can only protect
players so much before turning the
game on its head, and hopefully, it
can correct its knee-jerk reaction
to injuries before fans and players
turn on it.
The NFL is entertainment, plain
and simple, but what makes it entertaining is the fact that fans get
to watch the greatest athletes in
the world play the game they love.
If textbook tackles are penalties
in today’s NFL, players can’t play
the game correctly. If they can’t
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Ben Roethlisberger was one of the few quarterbacks who spoke against the changes.
play the game correctly, the product will no longer be entertaining,
and the teams, league and players will lose money as fans begin
to walk away from the game. This
is a serious problem with today’s
NFL and will just contribute to the
league’s falling ratings.
As mentioned before, the NFL
is an entertainment corporation.
The member franchises are worth
an estimated $62.9 billion collectively. Millions watch the NFL
every week, and, even with a ratings slump, the league’s programming is among the highest-rated
every week.
When officiating takes center
stage and deplorable penalties
lead to meaningless ties in crucial
games, players can’t do their jobs
and entertain the fans. If that happens, ratings will drop even more,

and the entertainment aspect will
go away.
This is less of an indictment
on the referees and more of a call
to action for the NFL to amend
rules that officials cannot enforce
without affecting the game as we
know it.
The league was able to alter
the controversial catch rules that
used to change the outcomes of
playoff games because they were
so incredibly flawed. If they want
to save the game they love, players
and coaches need to stand up to
the new tackling rule.
Former players and coaches
who work in NFL front offices need
to speak up for the game and make
sure that these rule changes don’t
ruin it for good. Otherwise, the
game of football as we know it will
become extinct.

Behind their talented core, the Red Sox prime for a playoff run
BY EVAN LEWIS

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The Red Sox couldn’t possibly
have drawn it up any better, clinching the division for the third year in
a row at Yankee Stadium. The only
way this season could get any better is if it ends with an even bigger
celebration in late October. Judging
by the way this season has shaped
up so far for Boston, it's a prospect that’s looking more and more
promising every day.
The AL East champions boast
the best record in baseball heading
into the postseason and look to be
stiff competition for anyone who
stands in their way. Their path to
the World Series, however, is not an
easy one.
The stacked American League
consists of the defending champions, the Houston Astros, the
imposing Cleveland Indians, the
surprising Oakland Athletics and
the scrappy New York Yankees. The
Red Sox will have to get through at
least two of these teams to make it
to the Fall Classic.
With a lineup as potent as
theirs, pitching staffs should be
wary. Leadoff man Mookie Betts is
almost a lock to win MVP and is in
the conversation for best player in
all of baseball. Following him are
powerful bats like Xander Bogaerts,
Andrew Benintendi, Mitch Moreland, Rafael Devers and fellow
MVP candidate J.D. Martinez. The
Red Sox lead the MLB in nearly every offensive statistic, so facing this
team is enough to give any starting
pitcher nightmares.
While Boston is primarily
known for its offense, its pitching
staff is nothing to be scoffed at. Cy
Young candidate Chris Sale is one
of the best pitchers in baseball and,
coming off quite a bit of rest, is looking to finally make an impact in the
playoffs. After him is Cy Young win-
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Chris Sale has had an incredible season so far and hopes to lead the Sox's talented pitching staff deep into October and November.
ner David Price, who is no stranger
to the playoff atmosphere. Price
initially got off to a rough start for
the Sox but has rebounded quite
nicely since then and is really proving to be worth his big contract.
Nothing would silence his critics
more than being at the forefront of
a deep playoff run.
Boston’s third starter is Rick
Porcello, another Cy Young winner,
followed by Nathan Eovaldi. Eovaldi has enjoyed success with the Red
Sox since being acquired at deadline from Tampa Bay. Most notably,
his numbers against the Yankees
since coming over are astounding.

If New York manages to win the
wild-card game, Eovaldi could be a
thorn in their side either out of the
bullpen or in an elimination game.
The only thing the Red Sox really
need to worry about is their bullpen. Relief pitching hasn’t been a
strong suit for Boston this season.
Bridging the gap from the starter
to All-Star closer Craig Kimbrel has
proven to be a bit of a challenge.
The Sox are hoping to address that
by adding established starters like
Eduardo Rodríguez, Steven Wright
and Brian Johnson to the bullpen.
Each has enjoyed varied levels of
success on the mound this sea-

son, so utilizing their arms in relief
could do wonders for this team.
The road to the World Series
is paved with obstacles. The A’s
have given the Red Sox fits this
year, though neither team has
played the other since before the
All-Star break.
Oakland has only gotten better
since then, so a potential matchup
might be problematic for the Sox.
Alternatively, Red Sox vs. Yankees
is the series everyone outside of
Oakland wants to see. Both teams
have beat up on the other at different points during the season. The
Yankees’ threatening lineup can-

not be undersold, especially now
that Aaron Judge is back. This bitter rivalry, which has become even
more contentious since the teams
brawled back in April, could tip
either way depending on which offense comes out on top.
Still, the Red Sox should be
able to handle either of these opponents. Their worthier foe will
emerge in the subsequent ALCS.
The seven-game series will either
be played against the Indians or the
Astros, each of whom have eliminated Boston from the playoffs in
the past two years. Similar to the
Red Sox, both teams possess formidable lineups anchored by all-stars
and MVP candidates. What sets the
teams apart from Boston is their
deep pitching staffs and top-notch
bullpens. While the Red Sox might
have bigger bats and stronger aces
at the front of their rotation, depth
might give Houston or Cleveland
the slight advantage.
If all goes according to plan, the
Sox will handle all of these opponents and earn themselves a trip
to the World Series. Once there, it’s
anyone’s guess whom they will be
facing. The National League is very
much up for grabs right now. After
getting through the tough American League, the NL opponent may
actually be a relief for the Sox, who
have dominated interleague play
for years now.
Nevertheless, Boston fans are
trying not to get ahead of themselves. After getting knocked out in
the first round the past two years,
they know that lofty expectations
can end up coming back to haunt
them.
That being said, the Red Sox
have a great chance of winning
their ninth title this year. With Betts
and Sale headlining the team with
the MLB’s best record, Boston fans
have a reason to be hopeful this
October.
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Nurmagomedov-McGregor bout
could be the best fight in UFC history
BY PAT SIKORA

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
This is the moment UFC fans
around the world have been waiting over two years for. The notorious Conor McGregor will finally fight lightweight champion
Khabib Nurmagomedov on Oct. 6
in Las Vegas for the 155lb belt.
While the promotion feels
lackluster for this event, it’s because these names need no introduction and this could easily be
the biggest UFC fight ever.
McGregor undoubtedly is one
of the biggest stars in the UFC. His
trash talk has been compared to
that of Muhammad Ali’s, and he
has the skills to back it up.
His two-year hiatus from the
cage has had fans kicking and
screaming to get him back.
The first back-to-back division
champion in the sport’s history
relinquished his belts in order to
box Floyd Mayweather a little over
a year ago, and it truly sucked the
life out of the fight game.
Now the undefeated mauler
Nurmagomedov holds ones of
those belts and this style matchup
has fans and fighters literally split
50-50 on who will win. McGregor
is a knockout artist and has phenomenal boxing skills that were
on display against Mayweather.
There is footage of Nurmagomedov wrestling bears as a
child and his well-versed father
trained him in sambo and judo as
well. This is the classic striker versus grappler matchup, which has
gotten fans riled up since the early
UFC days.
The only route for victory for

McGregor is to keep this fight
standing as he clearly is the better
striker.
He has the advantage at first
because every fight starts standing up. He has very long arms that
move in awkward angles and give
everyone he faces a world of pain;
it will be no different for Nurmagomedov.
McGregor is so dangerous early on as seen with the 13-second
knockout of Jose Aldo that there is
no way Nurmagomedov will want
to play his game. Fighters known
for “great chins” cannot take his
left hand.
The only problem is that McGregor is a sniper, not a machinegun. And his cardio has been
known to drain as a result. His
fights against Mayweather or Nate
Diaz are clear examples of this.
McGregor can only win if he is
able to really hurt Nurmagomedov in the first two rounds.
The only way that happens is
if McGregor is able to stop some
of Nurmagomedov’s takedowns.
McGregor’s takedown defense
will decide this match. McGregor
might be able to defend a takedown or two, but he cannot outwrestle Nurmagomedov.
In a press conference at The
Radio City Music Hall, Nurmagomedov said, “I am the Floyd
Mayweather in MMA.” He is right,
considering his 26-0 record. The
question is can McGregor hold
Nurmagomedov off long enough
to get his hands on him?
Nurmagomedov cannot box
with McGregor, and that makes
it very unlikely that he will even
entertain the thought early on. He

knows that McGregor has cardio
problems and has made it clear
in many interviews that his plan is
to wear him down by taking him
down. Both of McGregor’s losses
came in the deep rounds of those
fights.
He won’t be able to break
with Nurmagomedov to catch his
breath because he will just get
tossed on his back by the undefeated wrestler.
Despite this being one of the
rare 50-50 fights in the UFC, it will
most likely be a one-sided affair.
If McGregor is able to catch
Nurmagomedov with that left
hand, it will almost certainly lead
to the knockout of the current
champ.
If Nurmagomedov is able to
take McGregor down before he
catches those hands, then it’s going to be a long night of McGregor
getting taken down over and over
until he quits.
Both men are warriors mentally and more than confident,
so it appears that psychological
warfare will be a nonfactor in this
matchup. That makes it even more
exciting, as it truly will be a test of
will and skill.
If McGregor doesn’t win by
the second round, then it’s going
to turn into the Nurmagomedov
show. McGregor’s cardio cannot
be trusted.
There are five rounds, so Nurmagomedov has more time to win
and he has been way more active
in fighting than McGregor.
This gives Nurmagomedov an
advantage, but regardless of who
wins, this is easily the fight of the
year, if not all time.
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The outspoken Conor McGregor will have to prove he still has bark with his bite.

NFL franchises with secondary woes must consider signing Reid
BY ANDREW MARZULLO

SPORTS EDITOR

Prior to the 2018 NFL season, Bleacher Report released its
NFL1000 rankings of the best players in each position based on how
they performed during the 2017
season. The strong safety position
was among the positions that the
sports news and analysis site discussed. A strong safety is generally
a very versatile player — someone
who focuses on stopping the run
but also has great coverage skills.
The position of strong safety has
evolved over the years and can now
include a “hybrid-linebacker” element in which the safety will stay
close to the second level of defense
to stuff the run, blitz or cover tight
ends and wide receivers’ zone defenses. Unfortunately, quality safeties are hard to come by in today’s
NFL, and multiple teams, such as
the Green Bay Packers and Dallas
Cowboys, have glaring holes for the
position.
Enter Eric Reid, the 10th best
strong safety in the NFL, according
to the Bleacher Report ranking.
Reid was the San Francisco
49ers’ first-round draft pick prior to
the 2013 season. He was elected to
the Pro Bowl as one of the league’s
best free safeties — the position he
was drafted to play — following a
successful campaign in which he
accumulated 77 combined tackles,
11 passes defended and four interceptions.
Following three more successful seasons in San Francisco, Reid
would move to a hybrid linebackerstrong safety role before locking up
the starting strong safety job. He
would finish the 2017 season with
67 tackles, five passes defended and
two interceptions, despite missing
three games during the season. Ultimately, it wasn’t Reid’s impressive
play on the field during the game
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It's clear that Reid isn't in the NFL for pollitical reasons. It's time for a general manager to take initiative and sign the star safety.
that would lead to increased media attention, but his off-field battle
with the NFL toward the beginning
of the 2018 season.
Reid was ranked as the No. 10
overall free safety by Bleacher Report’s NFL scouts, earning a grade
of 78 out of 100. Nine mere points
were what separated him from the
highest-ranked safety in the league,
Harrison Smith.
The NFL ranked Reid the second most valuable free agent safety
prior to the free agency period’s
beginning. Yet, curiously, Reid remains unsigned to this day.
His absence from NFL rosters
clearly is not just performancerelated.
The reason Reid remains unsigned, whether owners and general managers will admit it or not,
is because he knelt during the
national anthem alongside Colin
Kaepernick during the 2016 and
2017 seasons. The controversial
act, which has been continually at-

tacked by President Donald Trump
and his supporters, took the NFL by
storm, with the president calling for
owners to get players who kneel off
the field and fired. Because of the
belief that he was barred from the
league for this purpose, Reid filed
a collusion grievance under the
NFL’s collective bargaining agreement on May 2.
Proving collusion in a major
sports league will be incredibly
difficult, as, according to Article
17, Section 6 of the NFL Players
Association Collective Bargaining
Agreement, there needs to be clear
evidence that at least two member
franchises engaged in secret talks
to bar the player from the league. It
will be an uphill climb for both Reid
and Kaepernick, but it may not be
impossible if the proof is out there.
Despite the controversy surrounding the incredibly talented
Reid, the struggling NFL teams
need to consider signing him, as
the free agent can be an immediate

difference-maker for any team.
Three weeks into the 2018 NFL
season, the Packers have shown a
glaring weakness in the strong safety position, as Kentrell Brice, a career special teamer and alternate, is
now the starter for the team. Brice
has been burned in the secondary
week after week and has shown a
poor availability to track the ball
when it is thrown. This led to huge
touchdowns in Green Bay’s games
against the Minnesota Vikings —
which set up the game-tying twopoint conversion — and the Washington Redskins just mere seconds
into the game.
Brice also whiffed on a tackle
later in the matchup against the
Redskins, and rolled onto teammate Muhammad Wilkerson’s ankle, forcing the defensive end to be
carted off the field with a probable
season-ending injury.
Brice was not listed among
the top 50 players at his position
by Bleacher Report, yet he is still

in a starting role, while the No.
10-ranked Reid is stuck away from
the game he excels at.
Kaepernick’s situation differs
from Brice’s in that Kaepernick was
a star whose performance declined
and opted out of his own contract.
Reid, however, simply became a
free agent and has gone unsigned
ever since. Collusion cannot be
proven just because an excellent
player has not been signed — as
with Barry Bonds in the 2008 season, who, after filing a grievance,
did not win his case because there
was no definitive evidence of collusion.
However, it can be implied that
the NFL owners are scared of the
backlash from signing a player like
Reid, especially given that they essentially admitted so at an October
2017 meeting, citing the president
and the kneeling situation as the
“elephant in the room.”
In April, there were reports that
Cincinnati Bengals owner Mike
Brown repeatedly asked Reid in the
player’s sole interview with a team
whether he would stop kneeling.
Reid allegedly wasn’t sure.
Reid left the interview without a
deal.
While this isn’t evidence for collusion and wouldn’t win the case
for Reid alone, it proves that the
NFL owners are intimidated by the
practice of protesting during the
national anthem. Many owners
are not against the practice itself,
but the possible punishments that
Trump can pit on them. The teams
that need help should listen to their
fan bases, however, and at least try
out Reid. He will be an immediate
contributor to a safety-needy team.
After all, there are apparantly
only nine players better than him at
his position, and 32 teams.
Editor's Note: Reid was signed by
the Carolina Panthers on Sept. 27.
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The Bearcat Beat: Women's tennis
team starts 2018 campaign strong
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Baruch College Women’s
Tennis team started its year off
strong, accumlating a 2-1 record on
the season. The team earned wins
against CUNY Athletic Conference
opponents Lehman College and the
College of Staten Island, and suffered
its only loss to Brooklyn College.
Baruch’s season started with a
game against Lehman College, during which the Bearcats were able
to defeat the Lightning 5-4 at Alley
Pond Tennis Center in Queens Village, New York. Senior Grace Graham and freshman Lauren Kraker
teamed up to win a doubles match,
with each also earning singles wins.
Their next scheduled match
against Purchase College was canceled due to rain.
Baruch's second match of the
season, against Brooklyn College,
did not have a good outcome for the
Lady Bearcats, as they lost 9-0. They
were defeated in all three doubles
and six singles matches.
In the third match against the
College of Staten Island, which was
held at the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center in Queens,
the Bearcats thoroughly dominated.
Graham and Kraker led the team to
an easy 8-1 victory.
After the Baruch Invitational, the
Baruch Cross Country teams looked
to shine at their next two races, the
Queensborough Community College Invitational and the York College Invitational.
At the Queensborough Invitational, hosted at Van Cortlandt Park
in the Bronx, the women’s team
placed 15th out of 21 schools. Senior
Wendy Gonzalez led the team, finishing in eighth place with a time of
22:18.1. The men finished 14th out of
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The women's tennis team has jumped out to a hot start, earning convincing wins.
19 and were led by sophomore Victor Carrano, who placed 23rd with a
time of 31:20.7.
In the York College Invitational,
the men had better luck as they finished third out of 13 schools. The
Bearcats had three runners place in
the top 20, with one of those in the
top 10.
Freshman Noah Bloomberg finished 12th; sophomore Christopher
Swenson finished 15th; and Carrano
finished sixth — another top 10 finish. In the women’s race, they finished middle of the pack, fifth out of
10. They were again led by Gonzalez,
who finished fourth and was coming
off being voted the CUNYAC Women’s Runner of the Week.
Their next races come at the
Mount Saint Mary College Invitational in Milton, New York.
Though the Women’s Volleyball
team started with a record of 0-5, the

team rattled off a win streak of four
games.
This led many to believe the team
as back on the up and up. However,
the team has struggled since the win
streak. Since the start, they are 1-3
with an overall record of 5-8. Their
one win came by a clean sweep of
SUNY Maritime College, but this was
not the most important game of this
previous four-game stretch.
The Bearcats faced their CUNYAC rival, Hunter College, at Hunter.
The Hunter Hawks have always been
the powerhouse of the CUNYAC
Conference. During this game they
beat Baruch in three sets. Sophomore Stella Chung led the team with
10 kills. Junior Sanaa Soumia Hadjeb
had 21 assists, and sophomore Danielle Naggar had 14 digs.
Editor's Note: Grace Graham is a
copy editor for The Ticker.

Red Sox clinch third straight AL East title after dismantling Yanks
BY KEVIN MENDEZ

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Boston Red Sox and New
York Yankees met in a potential
playoff preview when they squared
off in the Bronx for a three-game
series from Sept. 18 to 20. While the
Yankees would take two of the three
games, it was Boston that got to celebrate on the field as they wrapped
up their third consecutive American League East title.
It was the first meeting between
the two teams since a four-game
sweep at Fenway Park in early August, during which the Sox all but
eliminated New York from serious
contention for the division title. The
Red Sox, in the middle of a historic
season, were coming off a series
victory at home against the New
York Mets, during which their lineup struggled to produce runs and
their bullpen looked vulnerable.
The Yankees, coming off a disappointing series loss to the Toronto
Blue Jays, needed wins to continue
holding off the surging Oakland
Athletics for the top wild-card spot.
The series kicked off with former
Yankee Nathan Eovaldi getting the
ball for the Red Sox. The opposing pitcher was J.A. Happ for the
Yankees. Eovaldi baffled the Yankees for six innings, allowing only
two hits before giving way to the
bullpen.
Happ was almost as effective; he
allowed one run in his six innings
of work. Veteran reliever Brandon Workman came on for Boston
in the seventh and immediately
walked the first two batters before
he was lifted so rookie Ryan Brasier
could face first baseman Neil Walker with two men on.
Walker would drill a long home
run into the right field seats that
brought the Yankee Stadium crowd
to its feet and gave New York a 3-1
lead. In the ninth inning, the Yan-
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It's only fitting that the Red Sox clinched the AL East crown in the Bronx — the home of the Yankees, who entered the season as runaway favorites to win the division.
kees would twice make errors while
trying to record the game-ending
double play, but Zach Britton
would record the last out to close
out the 3-2 win.
The Yankees would score early
and often in the second game as
they once again battered one of
their favorite punching bags, David Price. The Red Sox left-hander
allowed six runs and three home
runs in 5 1/3 innings.
Third Baseman Miguel Andújar
drove a pitch into the right field
seats in the bottom of the second
for an early 1-0 lead. Two innings
later with New York leading 3-0,
first baseman Luke Voit also took

Price deep to open up a 4-0 lead. In
the sixth, Voit would hit his second
home run of the night, a two-run
shot that knocked Price out of the
game. On the other side, Luis Severino was brilliant, pitching seven
strong innings only allowing one
run and collecting six strikeouts. In
the ninth, the Yankees top prospect
Justus Sheffield made his major
league debut pitching a scoreless
inning to finish off the 10-1 win.
Having already won the series, the Yankees looked to finish
the sweep in the third game behind Masahiro Tanaka. The Red
Sox, wanting to clinch the division
on their hated rivals’ home field,

called on left-hander Eduardo Rodríguez. Neither starter lasted more
than four innings as they both allowed five earned runs. Boston
took in early 3-0 lead on RBI singles
by J.D. Martinez and Mookie Betts.
New York would answer back with
a two-run home run by Voit in the
second. In the fourth, with Boston in front 4-2, designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton stepped up
to the plate facing reliever Heath
Hembree. Stanton would hit a
grand slam just over the wall in
right field to give the Yankees a
6-4 lead.
But Boston would answer back
in the seventh. With his team down

6-5, Boston center fielder Jackie
Bradley Jr. hit a game-tying solo
home run off of Chad Green.
The Red Sox rallied for the lead
later in the inning when Xander
Bogaerts lifted a sacrifice fly off
Dellin Betances. The sacrifice fly
and a subsequent throwing error
by center fielder Aaron Hicks gave
Boston an 8-6 lead.
The Red Sox blew the game open
in the eighth when Betts crushed a
three-run home run off of Aroldis
Chapman to open up an 11-6 lead.
Red Sox closer Craig Kimbrel would
allow a hit, but nothing more, as
he sealed up the division title for
Boston.
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Baseball Breakdown: NL race heats up as postseason draws near
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

At long last, the final week of
the MLB’s regular season and the
playoff picture is being set up. All of
the American League playoff spots
are filled, but the Atlanta Braves are
the only National League team to
clinch in a tight race.
The American League division
winners are the Boston Red Sox
coming out of the AL East — the
top seed in the American League —
the Cleveland Indians from the AL
Central and the defending World
Series Champions, the Houston
Astros from the AL West. The two
wild-card spots are held by the New
York Yankees and the Oakland Athletics, who are still hashing it out
for homefield advantage.
The Red Sox clinched their playoff berth by beating their rivals the
Yankees in the face of Yankee fans
at the team’s home stadium.
This makes it the third straight
year the Red Sox have come out
on top of the AL East. The Red Sox
were able to clinch the best record
in baseball, giving them home field
advantage throughout the entire
postseason, which will definitely
come in handy.
Although this is currently the
top team, they still have their questions, especially concerning their
pitching. Even with Chris Sale’s
spectacular season, he is having his
usual end of the season shoulder
issues. This year is worse than previous years. Sale has only thrown
12.1 innings since the all-star break
and was placed on the disabled list
twice. This, topped with his very
poor playoffs from a year ago, could
lead to an early exit for the Red Sox
in the postseason.
The Indians and the Astros are
just as dangerous as the Red Sox
and shouldn’t be overlooked. The
Indians were one game away from

winning the World Series two seasons ago and a game from advancing to the ALCS last season. This
year, they reloaded their lineup
with Josh Donaldson and have potential AL MVP José Ramirez leading the way.
The strongest part of their team,
however, is their starting rotation,
as they have four starters with more
than 200 strikeouts. The rotation,
led by Corey Kluber, could be the
strongest out of all playoff teams.
The Astros are right with the Indians in terms of their rotation, which
includes Justin Verlander, Dallas
Keuchel and Gerrit Cole, but their
strongest point is their lineup. The
lineup of José Altuve, Alex Bregman
and Carlos Correa is one that can
easily put up runs at a quick rate,
which is exactly what they did last
postseason.
The Astros have a real chance of
repeating as World Series Champions.
The Yankees and Athletics are
still fighting for the No. 1 wild-card
spot and home field advantage,
and it is assumed that whichever
team hosts will be the team moving
on. The Yankees have a legitimate
question of who will be starting this
one-game playoff.
The answers are either Luis
Severino, Masahiro Tanaka or J.A.
Happ. The two clear front-runners
and the hardest to choose between
are Happ and Tanaka. Since joining
the Yankees at the deadline, Happ
has been nearly lights out, as he has
posted an outstanding 6-0 record
with a 2.34 ERA in his 10 starts.
Tanaka has been equally as
good, posting a 2.62 ERA in his previous 11 starts. Severino looked like
he was on pace for his first career
Cy Young Award in the first half of
the season, but after the all-star
break it appeared as if he completely forgot how to pitch.
He went from posting a 2.31

ERA in his first 20 starts, to posting
a 5.74 in his previous 11.
This has caused some muchneeded concern but in his previous
two starts, with one coming against
the Red Sox, he only allowed two
earned runs in 12.2 innings.
This production put his name
back into the running of who will
start this wild-card game. The
lineup production was a question
for a while as their leader ,Aaron
Judge, missed over a month with a
fractured wrist, but with him back
in the lineup, they are looking like
the team they were before Judge’s
injury.
The Athletics took the entire
league by storm this year. After being the team with the lowest payroll
in the MLB that also finished last in
the AL West for the previous three
years, they’ve completely turned it
around. This roster is led by some
of the youngest players in all of
baseball like Sean Manaea and
Matt Chapman but the roster also
has key veteran presence.
Manaea was doubtlessly their
best starting pitcher, but they lost
him for season-ending shoulder
surgery. In his place, veterans like
Trevor Cahill, Mike Fiers and Edwin Jackson have stepped up and
led this team.
Their bullpen has been one of
the best in the league, led by their
closer Blake Treinen, who posted
a 0.81 ERA this year with 37 saves.
Their lineup includes the young
savviness of Chapman and Matt
Olson but also includes the strong
presence of veteran Khris Davis.
Davis has posted MVP-like numbers with 45 home runs and 119
RBIs, and Chapman has posted an
incredible .315 batting average with
.979 OPS since the all-star break.
Chapman has not only contributed at the dish. His field-play at
third base is one of the best in the
league as he leads all players in de-
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fensive Wins Above Replacement
and is sitting at third in the entire
league in total WAR. This team may
not be able to go far if they advance
past the wild-card game, but they
are a great team to look forward to
seeing in future years to come.
The National League’s sole
playoff team so far is the Atlanta
Braves, who like the Athletics, have
surprised many people. Before the
season, the team to beat in the NL
East was the Washington Nationals,
but they were never able to get anything rolling during the year.
The Braves have not been to the
playoffs since 2013 and have not
made the World Series since 1999.
This young team looks destined to
make a run through the NL. They
are led by Freddie Freeman, who
puts up MVP-type numbers every
year, and rookie phenom Ronald
Acuña. Acuña is leading for NL
Rookie of the Year as he posted
26 home runs and 58 RBIs in 105
games with the team.
Their rotation includes Mike
Foltynewicz, who could be the
NL CY Young winner if Jacob deGrom were not around, and vet-

eran Aníbal Sánchez, who is giving
this team a very nice spark in the
middle of the rotation. They added
Kevin Gausman and Brad Brach,
who have been lights out in the rotation and bullpen.
This team is still waiting to see
who their round one opponent is,
as they will be either the second or
third seed, depending on the remainder of the Los Angeles Dodgers’ season.
The remainder of the NL could
be set up to have three teams from
the central division make it, with
two playing in the wild-card game.
The Dodgers are on pace to win the
NL West after an atrocious start to
the season, and the Chicago Cubs
and Milwaukee Brewers are still
battling it out for who will take the
No. 1 spot in the central.
It is predicted that the Cubs will
be the first seed, with the Braves or
Dodgers at second and third, and
the Brewers and the St. Louis Cardinals playing in the pivotal wild
card game.
No matter how it turns out, the
MLB Playoffs are the most exciting
times for baseball fans.
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SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE 4

WILEYCPA: MASTERING THE CPA
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. | NVC 3-120 | Free
GRADUATE PRIDE SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING
9 p.m. - 10 p.m. | NVC 2-110 | Free
ENCOUNTERS TABLING
12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. | NVC 2nd Floor Lobby
MSA BAKE SALE
12:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. | NVC 2nd Floor Lobby
KESHER WEEKLY LEARNING
12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. | NVC 2-125
HIREVUE TIPS TO HIRE YOU
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. | NVC 3-215y
IMMIGRATION 101 WORKSHOPS
12:30 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. | NVC 8-155 | Free
FEMCODE - FIRST GIM
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. | NVC 2-110 | Free
CLEAR SPEECH, 101 WORKSHOP
1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. | NVC 14-230 | Free
BETA ALPHA PSI ALUMNI NIGHT
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. | NVC 14-245 | Free

SAT

6

SUN

7

weekend
weekend
CINDY HUANG | THE TICKER

*Off-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Marketing Round Table: Baruch & Beyond
Tuesday, October 9th, 8:30am to 10:30am, NVC
14-250
Come to this workshop to find out more about careers
in the marketing sector!

Breaking Media

On Campus Recruitment Workshop
Tuesday, October 9th, 12:30pm to 2:00pm, NVC
2-190
Get a jumpstart on your career by learning about the
on-campus recruiting program!
Building Your Brand: The Personal Pitch
Wednesday, October 10th, 5:00pm to 6:30pm, NVC
2-190
Learn how to give a personal pitch to help you with
networking and job interviewing!

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“If you are actively applying to employment and
internship opportunities, you should definitely create
a list of all the jobs you applied to and keep the original
job posting and/or description. It will help you keep
organized for future interviews and save time if you need
to backtrack.”
– Rebecca Marrero, Program Advisor

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Digital Media Internship
The Digital Marketing & Social Media Intern will play an
active role in the development
of Breaking Media's online communities - Above the Law, Fashionista, Dealbreaker, etc. The
intern will maintain Breaking
Media’s presence on various social media and digital platforms
and help create and publish
content that is relevant to its
readership.
Interns will regularly publish,
analyze, and report on campaigns on the website, social
media, email newsletters, and
podcast platform. They will learn

how to reach and engage digital
communities for Breaking Media's events and/or advertising
clients.
Interns will post updates,
news and branded content on
Facebook and Twitter, research
articles, stories and resources
for editorial or branded content campaigns, strategize social
campaigns to increase followers
and interactions, maintain current information across all social
and digital platforms, organize
and archive media library for
editorial and content teams, and
report on editorial and content

campaigns by leveraging Google
Analytics, Parsely, Twitter, Facebook and Hubspot.
The Digital Marketing & Social
Media intern should have strong
communication skills (both verbal and written), be a self-starter
who can work independently in a
fast-paced entrepreneurial environment, be creative and collaborative, and have familiarity with
digital platforms including Facebook, Twitter, Google+, LinkedIn
and Wordpress.

collection and organization of
travel information for attendees
of ReSource Pro events, aligning
agendas and menus with hotels
and vendors, scheduling meetings with stakeholders and following up on action items, supporting marketing projects as
needed, gaining exposure to the
end-to-end event planning process, and contributing to creating the “wow factor” that makes
their corporate and client events
exceptional.
For this position, ReSource
Pro is looking for a full-time col-

lege student majoring in Communications, Marketing, Business or a related field, at least
two years of experience coordinating events, meetings and/or
activities, one to three years of
experience in an office environment, some customer service
experience, any involvement in
community or school activities,
a candidate with flexibility and
adaptability, strong communication skills, and is detail-oriented.
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ReSource Pro
Events Intern
ReSource Pro is looking for an
Events Intern to join their team
to support the planning and execution of meetings, events, and
trade shows. The inter will work
closely with the Marketing and
Communications team to coordinate the logistics involved in
hosting successful events. This
individual will gain valuable
skills in marketing and event
planning as well as exposure to
the insurance industry.
Duties include providing support in logistics and planning of
hosted events, assisting in the
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